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I SIS AT, HghT: 1T~ JEY ) 7-23

devan devayajo yanti, madbhaktah yanti mamapi I

A ARG, =0 1T JI5T: |

avyaktam vyaktimapannam, manyante mam abuddhayah |
UR HEOH ASTH=F, HH 3999 SAHT 1| 7-24
param bhavam ajanantah, mama avyayam anuttamam |l
ATE YTl Jad IRTHE™T JHE: |

naham prakasah sarvasya yogamaya samavrtah |

TSI | AT, T HJT TSTHTT | 7-25

mudho'yam na abhijanati, loko mam ajamavyayam |l

TSTE JHATANH, T o A |
vedaham samatitani, vartamanani ca arjuna |

TS0 = YT, |7 g 92 7 74 || 7-26

bhavisyani ca bhuitani, mam tu veda na kasScana |l

Sri Krishna has been talking about people who worship various AT TTqdTs
adhisthana devatas — Presiding Deities with Il Sraddha — with faith and devotion,

for gaining their objects of desire. By virtue of their 3IGI Sraddha in such worship, they
do gain their objects of desire.

Whatever be the 39l devata worshipped, the 1 %l ST karma phala data -
the ONE who gives the results of one's FH karma is only URHPEIR paramesvar, even
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though one may not recognize TRU*IR paramesvar because of one’s ATTIF ﬂ'@
aviveka buddhi — lack of appreciation of the Nature of TRYZAR paramesvar.

it

Talking about such ATIETRT W<HT: avivekinah bhaktah — the 37X Wwhs iSvara
bhaktas who are still immature, who have not yet grown up to appreciate the True

Nature of ORHZTR paramesvar - the True Nature of one’s own SELF, Sri Krishna
says:

] Bl S, el Wl AT |
antavattu phalam tesam, tat bhavati alpa medhasam |

I SIS AT, HghT: M= JHY ) 7-23

devan devayajo yanti, madbhaktah yanti mamapi I

Sri Krishna calls such AR é‘zq? Hhl: avivekinah iSvar bhaktah — immature
Devotees of URHZAR paramesvar as ATHT: alpamedhah - those with meager, or
limited ¥ medha

T medha means 9T el prajiiaa balam - Power of Wisdom. it is more than
intellectual power and memory; It is not only the ability of the mind and 313 buddhi to

think properly and incisively at all times to gain, absorb and appreciate é*a? S iSvar

jiianam - Upanishad Knowledge, but also the ability of That Knowledge to spring forth
spontaneously, and come to one’s rescue, whenever one is weak, or about to be
overpowered by internal or external negative forces, such as anger, or tempatations of

various kinds. It is only for the purpose of cultivating this T medha or G I
prajiia balam that one undertakes %9 Y japa in everyday life.

Sri Krishna here is talking about é*a? Ohs i$var bhaktas who are STCOHHT: alpa
medhah - those whose capacity is limited for cultivating ISIT ST prajfia balam - the
power of wisdom, through inquiry about AT HATHI pratyaga atma - H@q
vasudeva — The URHZIR paramesvar. Even such Hths bhaktas do have some
IBEED 313 vivek buddhi. Otherwise they will not be Hths bhaktas. They still have
some &9 3 9% dharma adharma vivek. They still recognize ¥R i$var in
some Form. But that is only limited IBEED vivek, because, they still do not think and
inquire about the all-inclusive tl@’ﬂ? paramesvar. That is why they are content to go
after T dharma, 319 artha, ¥ kama pursuits only, which, by themselves, can
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yield only limited results. Those who seek limited ends, through limited means, are not
only limited themselves, they are also limiting themselves. That is why they are AT g=M

alpa medha, meaning Y¥<hs bhaktas with limited STl ST prajfia balar. Referring
to them YT bhagvan says:

FId J Tl oS, dd Wdid JAeqHET |
antavat tu phalam tesam, tat bhavati alpamedhasam |
ST FACGHIIT, dd %ol d, Addd Jaid

tesam alpamedhasam, tat phalam tu, antavat bhavati Il

it

ST ACIHERAT tesarn alpamedhasam - For those 2R Wehs iSvar bhaktas
whose Gl Wprajﬁé balam is limited — whose capacity to think, and inquire about
URHSR paramesvar is limited

dd %o d tat phalari tu, mqﬂﬁ antavat bhavati - the result of all the FHs

karmas they do is also limited — limited in scope, time, place, and in every other respect.
Whatever benefits they seek and gain by their prayers, rituals etc., they all come to an
end ultimately.

Therefore, for %A% Wehs iSvar bhaktas whose WETSIeT prajiia balam is limited —

whose power of wisdom is limited, the results of their Il devata — worship also are
limited. They all come to an end some time.

3 TSN ATid devan devayajo yanti

FIUST devayajah - Those who worship various AR 9dls adhasthana
devatas, as a result of such worship,

mqﬁ%ﬂ devan yanti - they reach the respective qdls devatis

The maximum one can get from the worship of a éﬁ?ﬂ devata of limited powers, is to
reach That 9l devata — reach That 9 #I& deva loka and nothing more. For

example, if one worships 8% indra, the maximum on can get is to be able to enjoy the

life of & e indra lok. whatever that is, until one’s 9oy Fls punya karmas

which earned that life of enjoyment get exhausted. Afterwards, one has to return to where
one was before, to start life all over again.

Further, the @ddls devatas themselves are only s jivas, even though their
limitations and time scale are of different magnitudes compared to those of human
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beings, which means through é’EFIT devata worship, one will continue to be limited, in
spite of the magnitude of the limitation. On the other hand,

it

Hg<ht AT~ |7 AT madbhaktah yanti mar api - those TR Whs iSvar
bhaktas who worship TRYZIR paramesvar, reach TREIR paramesvar. They gain
URH*SR  paramesvar also. Since URHZSR paramesvar includes all the S9dls
devatas, the Hbs bhaktas gain not only their ¢ TqdTs ista devatas, they gain
REZER paramesvar also, which means they become STl jfidnavan. They

become a’rgé?: vasudeva ltself. Since Eﬂ'ﬂéﬂ vasudeva is All, they become All.
They are All they want to be, and they are so for ever. There is no limitation to their

enjoyment. They discover themselves as S&llH—<& brahmananda — Supreme Joy and
Happiness for ever.

In whatever Form and Name a H<h bhakta worships, through such worship, whether one

seeks the Grace of a 39dT devata or the Grace of URH*TR paramesvar, both involve
efforts, and efforts of different kinds. The results of such efforts are also vastly different.

The one who seeks only 9T devata gains 3T el alpa phalam - limited results,
finite results. The one who seeks URW™IR paramesvar, gains -~ ol
anantaphalam - unlimited results, infinite results. That being the case, still many Hths

bhaktas go in only for 3¢q 13I'W'1‘alpa phalam - why? Because such Hths bhaktas
have not yet grown mature enough to recognize the Nature of Sri Krishna — the Nature of

URH*SR paramesvar.

The Gita verses must be understood properly. Sri Krishna is NOT against IdT devata
— worship. Dedicated and devoted worship of one’s % I ista devata is both
natural and essential for the spritiual progress of every Hth bhakta — every Devotee. Sri
Krishna has already glorified such éaFn devata —worship by saying:

T 1 97 AT A W AT AT 3591 |

yo yo yam yam tanum bhaktah sraddhaya arcitum icchati |

I I ACAT HAGT, o U {<Iee1 36 1| 7-21

tasya tasya acalam Ssraddham, tam eva vidadhami aham |l

and

FGTAH A S (4-39)
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sraddhavan labhate jhanam

E

Even if one worships TRUR paramesvar only as a STl devata, remote from
oneself, so long as one worships with Gl sSraddha — with faith and devotion, | will make
that MG Sraddha even stronger, by being the 9 el Tl karma phala data, by
responding positively to the prayers of the Devotee, so that, in time, the éq?ﬂ 'qﬁ'l;
devata bhakti will mature into $°9% Witk iSvar bhakti and ¥R T isvar

jiianam. After saying that, Sri Krishna reminds us, what the W upanisat has
been telling all the time:

T A ol | A1 I HiRd 8T 9=y <9 |
satyam jianam anantam brahma | yo veda nihitam guhayam parame
vyoman |

A T FH I | (d 2-1)

so'snute sarvan kaman saha | ( tai. 2-1)

The one who worships one's ¥ 3ddl ista devata as TR paramesvar — as
I S A~ ST satyarn jiianarm anantarh brahma in ones own heart, through

one’s own TII® ﬂ'@ vivek buddhi, that person gains experiences, and enjoys
fulfillment of all desires, at will, forever. Such % AT ista devata - worship is

TR paramesvar — worship and the results of such worship is unlimited CEEC
anantam. That is the Message of Sri Krishna here.

In the next few verses, Sri Krishna tells why most Hths bhaktas do not recognize Sri
Krishna, as URH*SR paramesvar.

A R AT, T=I— | AIGF |
avyaktam vyaktim apannam, manyante mam abuddhayah |
UR HEH HASTH=E, HH 30T A4 | 7-24

paramh bhavam ajanantah, mama avyayam anuttamam ||

AYST: abuddhayah - Those who have inadequate ﬂ'@ buddhi. Here, ﬂ'@ buddhi
is only with reference to ¥R T iSvar jianam. Therefore, AYFH: abuddhayah
means those who have inadequate capacity to recognize WW paramesvar

T 59— marh manyante - they think of ME, they consider ME
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T Wﬁﬁ{ A9 avyaktarh vyaktim dpannam - as one who was unmanifest

before, and is manifest now, meaning | was born just as any other human being and after
birth I am manifest in this Form and Name. In other words, | am just one Mr. Krishna, and
nothing more. They consider ME that way, because

SSATH=F ajanantah - not knowing My real nature

HH WWW mama param bhavam ajanantah - not knowing My YXHIH
=g paramatma svarupam - not knowing My Limitless Nature

HY Ak HEUH JASH=T mama avyakt bhavam ajanantah - not knowing My

=Y Jed HIEH vyaya rahit bhavam - not knowing MY Changeless and immutable
Nature

HH JAJdHH HIFH A=t mama anuttamam bhavam ajanantah - not knowing
My most Exalted Nature, not knowing My Nature as SI&l-{ brahman ltself

Not knowing My real Nature as

o param - Limitless

I avyaktarh - Changeless, and
AJdHH S&IH anuttamam brahman ltself,

People do not recognize ME as TRU*R paramesvar. They are unable to recognize
My real Nature because,

ATE YERIET IIST RTHIE FHEE |
naham prakasah sarvasya yogamaya samavrtah |

TSI 7 AT A 1T ST || 7-25

miudho'yam na abhijanati loko mam ajamavyayam |l

A YT JIA nahamn prakasah sarvasya - | am not lighted up for all people

o d . - .
I AT A YFRE sarvasya ahamh na prakasah - My true nature is not
recognizable for all people

HY AY<h HEFH AT mama avyakta bhavam ajanantah - All people cannot
recognize ME as Q@%R paramesvar, which means, only those people who seek
WRER paramesvar alone and nothing else, and who have the necessary 3~: eh<0[
3[ig antah karana Suddhi — purity of mind and Iig buddhi to recognize TRHZAR

paramesvar, can recognize ME as URH*IR paramesvar. Others cannot, because
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JET {0 YHI yoga maya samavrtah - totally covered and hence obstructed by
BT HIAT yoga maya, meaning the ATEROT 3k avarana Sakti of the AT I[UTs
maya gunas, by the concealing power of the HIHT 3][Uls maya gunas and their effects.

Previously it was said (7-13)

W= Y e ST qiied tribhirguna mayairbhivaih ebhih
sarvamidam jagat mohitam - this entire world is Hiied mohitarh — deluded,
confused and misled, by the power of the three HIHT 3]Uls maya gunas and their
products which create a variety of likes, dislikes, vatues etc. The ‘-;II'FT moha - delusion
and confusion created by the 0T yoga - the union of the three HIHT 3[Uls maya
gunas, and their products, is indicated here by the expression WWyoga maya

JET AT YHId: yoga maya samavrtah - totally obstructed by such T =T
yoga maya. Who is obstructed? A% lokah - W% lokah means, people in

general; Al lokah also means any individual person capable of recognizing any
object. Therefore,

Al RT T IHEUA: lokah yoga maya samavrtah - people in general, being
totally obstructed by JBT HIHT yoga maya - by the concealing power of the
combination of the three HTHI 3[0s maya gunas

Now, what is it in a person which is totally obstructed by JT HIHT yoga mayar ltis

obvious that ATHT atma cannot be obstructed by JPT HIAT yoga mdaya for two
reasons:

ATAT atma is Iz Fq=T suddha caitanyam - Pure Awareness, because of which

alone awareness of anything is possible. If ATHI atma is totally obstructed, no
awareness of anything, no cognition of anything is possible, which is contrary to

experience. Therefore, ATAT atma is not YHLX samavrtah - ATHT atma is not
obstructed. Further, STHT atma is Y&H- brahman. 3THT is URH*R paramesvar.
URY?SR paramesvar wields AT maya. AT mdya is under the control of GRHZAR
paramesvar. For one who wields HTHT maya, HIHl maya is only an 33U upadhi
— a vehicle under one’s operation and control. Consequently, W’{?R paramesvar is
not obstructed in any way by tﬁ"'[ HEAT yoga maya, just as a magician is not
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obstructed by the spell of his own magic. Therefore, the ATHI atma in a person is not
obstructed by JT HTT yoga maya. Then, what is obstructed?

It is only the 3~d: %RYT antah karana — mind and ﬂﬁ'{ buddhi of a person which is
obstructed by the ﬁl?: moha - the delusions and confusions arising from the combined
interactions and powers of one’s HIYT 3[Uls maya gunas — the concealing power of T
HET yoga maya.

AT S atma jianam - Self-Knowledge has to take place only in one’s 313
buddhi. So long as the HI& moha obstructions of AT 3[0Ts maya gunas are there,

AT S atma jiianarh is not possible. One cannot recognize ONESELF, which
means, one cannot reach ONESELF.

Among the various kinds of knowledge, 3TH SI9T 4tma jfianarn is unique. AT ST

atma jhanam is The Knower knowing the Knower ltself — | knowing Myself.
Consequently, there is no distance between the Knower — the subject, and the Knower -
the object. Every other kind of knowledge is object—-knowledge. The knower knowing an
object, in which case, there is always a distance between the subject — The Knower — and
the object to be known. Therefore the usual means of gaining object knowledge are

naturally inadequate for gaining JATH S atma jianam

Then how does one get ATH S atma jianarn? A S atma jianarh is
possible only in one’s own self, through one’s own self. Such possibility, however, is
facilitated by the pomter and suggestive sounds and the words of our Upanishads which

serve as 3158 GHIU sabda pramanari for 3 S atma jiianam. What exactly
the sounds and words of the Upanishad do?

The Sounds and Words of the Upanishads create an appropriate ﬂﬁ-[ s vrti jiianam

in one's mind and 313 buddhi, which means they unlock the mind and ﬂﬁ'{ buddhi
sufficiently to initiate a thought-process. This thought process, when properly cultivated,

grows powerful enough to uplift, re-order, and re-direct one’s mind and ﬂ'@ buddhi,
avoiding, overcoming and/or incapacitating the IE moha obstructuions to gaining ATH
S atma jianam. Ultimately, the mind and ﬂﬁ'{ buddhi gain a clear, complete, direct
and immediate vision of SI&I-{ brahman in oneself. Until such time That happens, one’s
mind and ﬂ'@ buddhi remain JRT HIAT YHIA: yoga maya samavrtah - totally
obstructed by the spell of T {1 yoga maya - the concealing power of the three
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HET 3[9s maya gunas bound together, which makes a person Hifed: mohitah -
deluded and confused.

it

Such a HIEd: A mohitah lokah is a Y& mudhah - such a person is a He:
miudhah a deluded and confused person. Therefore, Sri Krishna says:

I g&: |l 9 AMSHNA ayam mildhah mam na abhijandti - Such a deluded
person does not know ME properly, does no recognize My true nature, as
AT ajam - Unborn, Ever-existent, Eternal, and

AYYH avyayam- Changeless, Immutable

Thus, one does not recognize ME as TRHZER paramesvar, because one’s mind and
313 buddhi are obstructed from the Vision of URH*ER paramesvar by the HI& moha
— delusion and confusion created by HMET 307 ﬂﬁﬁ g maya gunas yukti
ghatanam - the exertions of the three HATHT 3]Uls maya gunas bound together.

Ordinarily, every person has all the three HIHT 3[0s maya gunas — the dcd satva,

X3 rajas and dHY 3]VTs tamas gunas to different extents at all times. One must be
able to recognize them, and deal with them, individually and separately, to order and re-
order one’s actions in daily life, which can be done only through commitment to the Basic
Vedic Teachings and Self-discipline.

If one cannot do that, then the HIYT 3[0ls maya gunas get mixed up and bound

together, pulling and pushing the mind and 313 buddhi in different directions
simultaneously, which causes only mental confusions and delusion, often resulting in

'Elga‘mﬁdhatvam— stupidity in action.

That is HIET 30T gﬁs 9eq miya guna yukti ghatanarh — the STEROT 36
avarana Sakti or the JSIH B ajfiana Sakti - the concealing power or the
ignorance power of HIHT 3[Us maya gunas, which is what Sri Krishna refers here as
IR IR yoga maya. Continuing, Sri Krishna says:

TSTE JHATAN A = A |
vedaham samatitani vartamanani ca arjuna |
ST I Y=, |t J 9 %34 | 7-26

bhavisyani ca bhiitani, mam tu veda na kascana ||
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31307-[ arjuna O! Arjuna

IETE vedaharh - 3& 9€ aharh veda - | know, not only Myself, but also

JHATA YT samatitani bhiitani - IH AJANA YA sam atitani bhiitani
- each and every being, each and every thing that had gone before

BGUIEIE] HﬁTﬁ[ d vartamanani bhiitani ca- all beings and all things which exist
now

HlasToT 9 HFITET bhavisyani ca bhiitani - all beings and all things which are yet
to come, which means,

k>4 %IJSF, Hamd\aham sarvajfiah, sarvavirat - | am the Knower of every being

and everything that existed in the past, that exist now, and that will ever exist in the future.
| am the Knower of all of them, in all details

qr g 9 A% marh  tu veda na kascana
d tu - On the other hand

= F%a- °T 9€ na kascana mari veda - no one at all, except, of course s
jfianis, know Me as TRHER paramesvar. Therefore, even from very birth, every one
is

e HHIA: qlied: yogamaya samavrtah mohitah - deluded and confused
by the powers of one’s HIHI 3[Uls maya gunas. Only those who have Y31 AT
pratyaga atma jfianam have TR S iSvar JjAanam. Others do not have TR
S iSvar jianarh.

For simply getting the TFH Wl karma phalah - the fruits of one’s actions, no é‘ﬂ?
S iSvar JjAanam is necessary. You do the T karma, you get the 9 et karma
phalah. If you do the appropriate prayers and rituals with gl Sraddha and qh
bhakti, you will certainly get the 9 % karma phala you seek. But you do not get
E;RFR S iSvar Jjianam. Gaining é‘ﬂ? S isvar JjAanam is possible only when the
T JT yoga maya generated IE moha — delusions and confusions in one’s mind
and ﬂ'@ buddhi totally disappear.

We must understand some thing more about J3T HTHT yoga maya — which we will see
next time.
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