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isubhih pratiyotsyami pujarhau arisudana |l
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gurinahatva hi mahanubhavan sreyo bhoktum bhaiksya mapiha loke |
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hatva'rtha kaman tu guriinihaiva bhufijiya bhogan rudhira pradigdhan I
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na caita dvidmah kataranno gariyo yadva jayema yadi vaa no jayeyuh |
qHT F = TATTIE: JSTRAAT: FI IARTS: | 26

yaneva hatva na jijivisamah te'vasthitah pramukhe dharta rastrah Il

FIU0Y 2T Gad ST Gl ol e |

karpanya doso pahata svabhavah prcchami tvam dharma sammiidha cetahl
T AT W [P e 9= BISRAss o 1 < gusg | 2-7

yat Sreyah syat niscitam brithi tanme Sisyaste'ham sadhi mam tvam prapannam [12-7
9 T2 JuzAH HHIUTET T=3 e = SO H =TT |

na hi prapasyami mamapanudyat yacchokamuccho sanam indriyanam |
T YHEYAYS 154 JRIOMHY =10 | 2-8

avapya bhuimavasapatnamrddham rajyam suranamapi cadhipatyam |l
A3 3™ safijaya uvaca
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evamuktva hrsikesam gudakesah parantapa |
T g1 A M= 3%l 907 999 & | 2-9

na yotsya iti govindam uktva tusnim babhiiva ha |l

A AT R FERiee YR |
tam uvaca hrsikesah prahsanniva bharata |
IR e &% a9 | 2-10

sena yorubhayormadhye visidantam idam vacah ||

Awakened by the 3 T uttistha mantra - the call of Sri Krishna to wake up, Arjuna
begins to see his problem more and more clearly. He says:

ﬂﬂr? 39 arjuna uvaca

T YA S 307 T e |

katham bhismamaham sankhye dronam ca madhustidana |
T YAy YRl ARGe || 2-4

isubhih prtiyotsyami piijarhau arisiidana |l

H9Yed madhusudana and ﬂﬁ@q aristidana - these words literally mean "Destroyer
of enemies". Here they are just complimentary names for Sri Krishna. Throughout the
‘TTIEIF[TﬁFIT bhagavat gita, both Sri Krishna and Arjuna are referred to by various

complimentary names. It is more a matter of style than of any Upanishadic content;
therefore no comments based on the literary meaning of names are necessary for our
purpose. Therefore we will simply refer to the individual names. Here Arjuna tells Sri
Krishna:

— (N b — - -
{999 madhusudana - ARYSH arisudana - O! Krishna, please listen to me;

T4 katham, ¥ 2197 9 bhismam dropam ca, 3% I é’E[I('\q: Qi ahar
sankhye isubhih pratiyotsyami - How can | fight shooting arrows against Bhishma

and Drona who are %’I’Fﬁ pujarhau - fit to be worshipped. That is my problem. | do not

have any fear or weakness at heart; it is just a question of, with whom | am fighting.
Bhishma and Drona do not deserve a fight from me, they deserve worship from me.

Thus Arjuna’s vision of his problem has now shifted from some generalities he talked
about in Chapter 1, to something specific, namely, while fighting with his enemies, he also
has to fight with those who are not only NOT his enemies, but who command his respect.
That is how Arjuna now sees his problem.
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The Waking-up process together with the resulting shift in the thought-process has already
started and it continues. Arjuna is asking himself now:

it

How did this happen? Why is it that Bhishma and Drona, who are not his enemies, are on
the side of Duryodhana? They are there because, Arjuna says in the next verse, because

Bhishma and Drona are ﬂ?jZFITI'F[arthakamén - which means even though they never

approved the criminal ways of Duryodhana, they still sought, accepted and enjoyed the
royal hospitality of Duryodhana for so long that they now feel obligated to him so much
that they simply cannot abandon Duryodhana in his time of need. That is how Bhishma
and Drona are now caught on the side of Duryodhana. They have no escape, but that is
their problem.

As far as | am concerned, Arjuna says:

e FE B 98 e

gurin ahatva hi mahanu bhavan

T Wi Hed AT T8 oA |

Sreyah bhoktum bhaiksyam api iha loke |
Fell AAFEH o e 2

hatva arthakaman tu gurtn ihaiva

Y35 HITH ¥R e |l 2.5

bhufijiya bhogan rudhir pradigdhan |l

For me, it is 5a'gl?Ls’reyaS - it is Absolutely the best, if | could take to the life style of a

Sanyasi and live on e bhiksa - live on alms in this world without killing the respected

Teachers, rather than killing them and enjoying the royal pleasures of a kingdom gained
through a blood-stained victory.

Thus Arjuna'’s thoughts have shifted again. He is now gaining a dispassion for worldly

enjoyments. He now realizes that what he really needs is ms’reyas - That which is the
Absolute Best - That which gives Absolute Peace and Happiness for himself at all times.

In Vedantic language, ms’reyas is another word for H1& moksa - Absolute Freedom,
Absolute Happiness and Total Fulfillment in life.

If it is ms’reyas that | really need, Arjuna continues in the next verse:

= UAd % e IR TGl ST Iie 91 A1 59: |
na ca etat vidmah kataranno gariyo yadva jayema yadi va no jeyayuh |

T el 7 TAATS: o TR T SR | 2-6
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yaneva hatva na jijivasamah te avasthitah pramukhe dharta rastrah Il

9 UAd 9% na ca etat vidmah 1| do not know

- Eb_rRT{Tlﬁ'q: nah katarat gariyah means =: o TR nah kim Srestataram -
which is better for us

g1 9 yadva jayema, T 91 A 3’3’2{: yadi va no jayeyuh - whether we should
conquer them, or they conquer us - "they" means,

I T BT o FRAAT: ‘Jﬂ'@ ﬂ'l?-i?l?} yan eva hatva te avasthitah pramukhe

dharta rastrah, H TASIEYY: na jijivisamah - these very sons of Dhritarashtra
standing before us, after killing whom we should not care to live.

Is it better that | live a life of Sanyasi, living on alms, or | live the life of a king with blood
stained victory, this | do not know, because, | feel, whether victory is for us or for them,
either way it is useless. If they are going to win, then it is useless to fight; if we are going to
win, even then we are defeated, in the sense that we do not care to live after killing all
those standing on the Duryodhana side. Thus, whether we win or lose, that is not going to

bring mﬁ‘eyas - abiding Peace and Happiness, to my mind. Therefore, what should
| do? | do not know - That is my problem.

Thus Arjuna has now discerned his problem. What he needs is 5a'gl?[éreyas. What he

should do to gain That ms’reyas he does not know. That is his problem. Therefore, he
tells Sri Krishna:

FIU 2 IUEd WTS: G=aTH i TH TG |

karpanya dosa upahat svabhavah prcchami tvam dharma samiidha cetah |
T AT W [P i 99 BIRAss st 9 = 9us || 2-7

yat Sreyah syat niscitam brithi tanme Sisyaste'ham $adhi mam tvam
prapannam |l

This is a very beautiful verse in the Wﬁ?ﬂ bhagavat gita. This is a prayer verse for
every one of us. The mind of Arjuna is opening, and it becomes receptive to Gita Upadesa

- The Teachings of The H3ddq T bhagavat gita. just at this point in time. Please
listen to what he says now:

FUUG I IUEA H: karpanya dosa upahata svabhavah - O! Krishna, | realize
that | am suffering from a Eﬁqdo_sa - a defect or blemish in me. What is the blemish - it is
FIO karpanya dosa - the blemish arising from my disposition of miserliness.
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FYUT krpana means a miser. In the Upanishadic language, a miser is (according to
Brihad. Upanishad 3.8.10)

T A AT (F S AHTA AHA Ui -> J: FO:

yah atmanam avidhitva (na gnyatva) asmat lokat praiti -> sah krpanah

A FUU krpana - a miser is one who departs from this world without knowing one's own

real nature through failure to make use of one's own God given faculties. All our God-given
faculties are meant only for one purpose, namely, to gain knowledge of one's own Real
Nature. Instead of using one's own faculties to gain such Self-Knowledge, if one dissipates

C C _ i
one's energies in the never-ending 99 dharma, 39 artha, %1H kama pursuits only,
such a person is called FUUT krpana - a miser. In that sense, every one of us is suffering

from the FUUT a krpana dosa - blemish of disposition of miserliness, in the use of
God-given faculties to gain Self-Knowledge.

Fortunately, this &Y ay krpana dosa is a rectifiable blemish, and the process of
rectification is achieved through the Teachings of Hidd RG] bhagavat gita. That is
why Gita is relevant to every one of us.

Arjuna says:

FIUUY Y ST ST karpanya dosa upahat svabhavah - | am suffering from
the blemish of my disposition of miserliness, and this disposition of miserliness is almost

destroying my natural abilities (SYU-B8d-IHII: upa-hat-svabhavah) The greatest
treasure of a person is one's own self, more particularly one's own IEEea gfg vivek
buddhi - faculty of discrimination. There are various levels of 9% vivek - the highest
9% vivek is HO-AF [99F nitya-anitya vivek - the ability to discriminate
between what is eternal and what is transient. If this ﬁﬁw vivek has not taken place in

one's life, it is as good as a waste of life. Such waste of life is due to FO 2T
karpanya dosa, and because of this FTI0T aqkérpanya dosa.

Arjuna says:

Boe) @'E!\Eﬁ?ﬂ dharma samiidha cetah - my mind is not functioning, even with respect

to determining what is 79 dharma and what is 9 adharma - what is proper and what
is improper. Therefore,

=3 WI'&[ tvam prcchami - | ask you
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rad Qﬁ FF[ﬁ niscitam briihi tat me - please tell me decisively (without creating
doubts in my mind)

qd T [ yat Sreyah syat - That which is ms’reyas - that which is The Absolute

Best for me to do, That which will give Absolute Peace and Happiness for me at all times.
Please tell that to me, in definite and decisive terms;

BreRAseE Sisyaste'ham - | am your disciple. Please accept me as your disciple.
1 YUs tvam prapannarh means o 3RO Id: ARA tvam Saranam gatah asmi -

| surrender myself to you, which means, | detach myself from everything else that is
binding on me, and | commit myself to you totally. Thus | surrender to you totally;

3N 47 Sadhi mam - 91 18T mam Siksaya - please teach me. Please teach me
the means for gaining ms/reyas - Absolute Peace and Happiness, which is same as
Iﬁ&f moksa - Absolute Freedom and Total Fulfillment in life.

e (\ -
By surrendering to Sri Krishna, seeking m Sreyas or e qwel moksa marg - the
means for gaining Absolute Peace and Happiness in life, the means for gaining tﬁ&{
moksa - Arjuna has now become a Y94 mumuksu - one with the right attitude for
gaining SELF-Knowledge. Arjuna is no longer interested in any kind of transient Peace

and Happiness. It is clear to him that what he needs is only m sreyas - Absolute
Everlasting Peace and Happiness. He makes that very clear to Sri Krishna by saying:

T 12 TSI GHOTE T3 =3 =10 |

na hi prpasyami mamapanudyat yacchokamucchosanam indriyanam |
T YHERYIYE 158 JRIOTHY =0 | 2-8

avapya bhiimava sapatnamrddham rajyam suranamapi cadhipatyam |l

9 12 9Uz1H na hi prapasyami - Indeed, | do not at all see - | do not at all think -
what?

Tﬁ UG g T A AU bhiimau asapatnari rddham rajyam avipya api
- even gaining the unrivalled and prosperous kingdom on earth, and

RIOM AU FA AT suranam adhipatyari avapya api - even gaining the
over lordship of the Devas and heavens

HH 30 AU mama Sokarm apanudyat - can remove my 3% Soka - my
sadness, sorrow and distress,

ZIFLW T S0 %007 yat Sokarh mama indriyanam ucchosanam -

which 5i|55 Soka dries up, incapacitates all my senses and faculties.
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Neither gaining the Lordship of this unrivalled and prosperous kingdom on earth, nor
gaining the over lordship of the heavenly kingdom of Devas, nor gaining both of them, can

remove my acute 5i|5|"> Soka - sadness, sorrow and distress, which incapacitates all my
senses and faculties. Therefore | am not interested in gaining any kingdom any more.

Please teach me, in definite and decisive terms, That which will lead me to ms’reyas -

it

tﬁ?ﬂ moksa - Absolute Peace, Freedom and Happiness. Thus Arjuna has expressed his
Absolute dispassion (iﬁWl viraga) to the enjoyment of fruits of his own actions, here or

hereafter, and he has thus become ready for AT atma gnyanam - Self-Knowledge
- Absolute Freedom and Total Fulfillment in life.

A big change has taken place in the mind of Arjuna now. The agitations have now
subsided. The problem has now been discerned. What Arjuna wants is ms’reyas -
which is H1& moksa, and nothing else can satisfy his needs. That has become clear to

his mind and i@ buddhi. He has the greatest Teacher in front of him at this time in the
Form of Sri Krishna. He surrenders to Sri Krishna and asks him to teach.

qd T [ yat Sreyah syat - That which is the Absolute Best for him to do; his mind

is now ready for that Knowledge, and, for the time being, he is not interested in anything
else. Reporting this situation, Sanjaya says;

351y 39M™ safijaya uvaca

T B3 TETHST: URY: |

evamuktva hrsikesa gudakesah parantapah |

T I A M= 3%l 907 999 & | 2-9

na yotsya iti govindam uktvaa tusnim babhiiva ha |l

Having said this to Sri Krishna, Arjuna added the words, " A na yotsye " - | will not

fight", and then became silent, which means that his entire body, mind and intellect is
turned towards Sri Krishna in an attentive and devotional mood.

AT BSeRaT: JEd e MR |
tamuvaca hrsikesah prahasanniva bharata |
IR fae € a9 | 2-10

senayorubhayormadhye visidanti idam vacah |l

Sri Krishna then responds to Arjuna, with a smile - Y8d- 9 prahasan iva - as if
smiling, which means, Sri Krishna is obviously pleased to see Arjuna ready for SELF-
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Knowledge - AT S atma gnyinam - TR T isvar gnyanam - BPRIBEI|
brahma vidya - spiritual Knowledge, and one of the missions of His own Avatara

(incarnation) is now being fulfilled through His Teachings to Arjuna, thereby to all humanity
for all generations to come.

it

Sri Krishna accepts Arjuna as the disciple. Sri Krishna's smiling face inspires confidence in
Arjuna.

A 3T BUTRST: YA 29 9RA |
tam uvaca hrsikesah prahsan iva bharata |
I 39T 9 (e 26 T | 2-10

senayoh ubhayoh madhye vasidantam idam vacah |l

Stationed in between the two armies, Sri Krishna spoke these words, to the sorrow-
stricken Arjuna. The JTTATUE3T gitopadesa - The Gita Teaching, starts with the next

verse. Sri Krishna starts with the words: 315“?15”'1 TP asocyan

anvasocastvam. .. and ends with the words Hl 3[: ma Sucah in verse 66 of Chapter
18.

Sri Krishna starts by saying "O! Arjuna, you are worried unnecessarily”, and ends by
saying "Don't worry, | will take care of you". In between these words, there is an entire

teaching on the nature of Existence - the Nature of JI-7P1d jiva-jagat and TR

1svar, and the most practical philosophy for right conduct in everyday life, leading to

Absolute Happiness and Total Fulfillment in life, which is indeed the teaching of all our
scriptures - the Vedas and the Upanishads.

From here on, we are not particularly concerned with the Mahabharata War as an episode
in human history, except in terms of context. On the other hand, we are concerned with
the incessant war going on within every one of us, between the forces of good and bad, in
our every day life. This war is of every human being, who is mature enough to realize that
Joy of Life lies only in Enlightenment of the Best and the Highest in one's own self; and

That is ATH M dtma gnyanam - TR T isvar gnyanam - Self-Knowledge -
God Realization.

Striving towards such Enlightenment - such Self-Knowledge - such God-Realization

+« IS our heritage;
IS our philosophy;
IS our culture;

% IS our religion.

>

*,

%

>
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*
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In order to gain such Enlightenment, one has to overcome so many obstacles within
oneself - that is the great war one has to fight every day of one's life. In this war itself,
there is no violence. There are no bows and arrows, bombs or shells. There is no
bloodshed. There is no death. There is only a continuous process of self-endeavour, to
uplift oneself, which itself is a process of continuous joy.

o

The destructive weapons of ordinary war are completely useless in this process of self-
endeavor The weapons needed to succeed in this war are constructive ones, and they

are: M- amanitvam, &S adambitvam, AT ahirisa - humility, modesty,
non-violence, etc., about which we will talk in Chapter 13.

Among all our weapons in this process of self-endeavor, the most powerful one is A
ahimsa - non-violence in thought, word and deed. That is why our Scriptures say AR
R 9: ahimsa paramo dharmah - Non-violence is the supreme code of conduct in
daily life. The Y3 RG] bhagavat gita unfolds the Power of AR ahimsa - Non-

violence, for self-upliftment. The Teachings of The dd RG] bhagavat gita are
universal, applicable to all human beings, at all times, under all circumstances.

Simply because these teachings occurred in the context of the H&[HIRd maha bharata
war, they do not constitute an incitement to violence of any kind, anywhere, at any time,

under any circumstance. On the contrary, the Teachings of the W3 T bhagavat
gita unfold the Power of the all-inclusive ¥R W isvar bhakti and $%9R S isvar

gnyanam - to dispel Self-ignorance and gain Extraordinary Enlightenment, Fulfillment
and Joy of Life for every human being.

It is That TS gitopadesa - The Gita Teachings which we will be starting to read
next time.
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