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A AT 918 AISHRII | 16 - 4

ajiianam cabhijatasya partha sampadamasurim I

1 IATGHIET =GRl 0T |
daivi sampadvimoksaya nibandhayasuri mata |
H I AU T AHSTAISR oL || 16 - 5

ma Sucah sampadam daivim abhijato'si pandava Il

21 AT ARRSNAT oF AR U9 T |

dvau bhiitasargau loke'smin daiva asura eva ca |
39 TR Uk AR O W 3] 0| 16 - 6
daivo vistaraSah proktah asuram partha me srnu Il

T = g = 51T ERER: |
pravrttim ca nivarttith ca jana na vidurasurah |

T 3 1Y AR = I JY o= 16-7

na saucam napi cacaro na satyam tasu vidyate |l

ATTTIIAS o TPTEEAPARY |

asatyamapratistham te jagadahurnisvaram |
ARIRIT  FFETermed®y || 16 - 8

AN

aparspara sambhiitamm kimanyatkamahaitukam |l

TAT gReHTE Y TRTHHISTUIS: |
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AT TR SHHEHETAT: |

kamamasritya duspiiramn dambha manama danvitah |
HETEIRASASIRN Fad=S3r I || 16 - 10
mohadgrhitva'sadgrahan pravartante'suci vratah Il

it

As we have already seen in the first three verses, Sri Krishna gives a description of éﬁ

YW d daiva sampat - the personal qualities which every person should recognize
and cultivate for one's continued progress in life, because they are positive qualities for

gaining TR §H iSvara jianam - ATH S atma JjAanam - Self-knowledge, and

ultimately, Total fulfillment in life. Now, Sri Krishna begins a description of IR ™

asura sampat - the personal qualities which are totally detrimental to one's spiritual
progress, and hence, they are negative qualities, which must be recognized as such,

and avoided at all times. V3T bhagavan first introduces these negative qualities
briefly, and then, a little later, talks about them in greater detail. Introducing IR I
asura sampat, W31 bhagavan says:

U7 IYISTHEE % IRSIHE |
dambho darpo'bhimanasca krodhah parusyamevaca |
A AT I1e] JISHTGR | 16 - 4

ajiianam cabhijatasya partha sampadamasurim I

o partha - O! Arjuna
AT W 31@1{ abhijatasya sampadam asurim (M9~ bhavanti)

- These are some of the personal qualities which are found in a person who is born with

AYR YW asura sampat, or who has AR FWd asura sampat.

What are those qualities? They are @: dambhah, T darpabh, AYH:
abhimanah, 1% krodhah, RS parusyam and & ajiianar.

a™: dambhah means hypocritical or pretentious behavior, putting up a pompous
show, projecting oneself as one far better or greater or superior than what one really is
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&Q: darpah means 3T9H garvam - vain, hollow and arrogant pride in one's assumed
superiority in something such as education, knowledge, skill, accomplishments, wealth,
family lineage, physical strength, beauty, etc.

: abhimanah is self-conceit, entertaining an exaggerated opinion about one's
assumed superiority in something, and consequently, demanding or expecting
recognition and respect from others
TIT: krodhah is anger. W3- bhagavan has already said what anger does to a
person:

krodhat bhavati sammohah sammmohat smrti vibhramah

i Y3 g JrgAmnd Juedid 2-63

smrti bhramsat buddhi nasah buddhinasat pranaSyati

it

From anger comes incapacity to think properly. From loss of ability to think properly
arises loss of memory and the benefits of all of one's past education, knowledge, culture

and values. From the loss of memory comes the destruction of one's Sﬁq’ buddhi -
faculty of judgment. With the destruction of ﬂ'@ buddhi, the person is as good as lost
as a human being. In any case, the person is spiritually degraded. That is why Eﬁq

krodha is an YL I asura sampat.

QIXSIH parusyam is use of harsh or sarcastic words about other's attributes,

appearance, skills, shortcomings, family, etc., which simply means cruelty in words,
talking in a manner that is hurtful to others; and

A ajianam - Here AL ajianam is 9% I viveka ajfianam,
manifested as false values, false perceptions, confusion with respect to what is right and
what is wrong, and all confusions rooted in self-ignorance.

All the above personal qualities, namely @: dambhah, T darpabh, A
abhimanah, ¥  krodhah, URSY parusyam and 3 ajiianam, all of

them come under JAYRX I asura sampat - negative qualities, because they are
totally detrimental to one's spiritual progress. H3IJT-{ bhagavan has much more to say

about YR I asura sampat, but before doing that, {3TIT{ bhagavan points
out:

T UGHETT =GRl Jdl |

daivi sampadvimoksaya nibandhayasuri mata |
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H I U T AHSTAISR Ao || 16 - 5

ma Sucah sampadam daivim abhijato'si pandava Il

& g™ d daivi sampat (AR I-9Td samsara bandhanat) e gan
vimoksaya mata - The q HHMd daiva sampat is meant for liberation from all

worldly bondages and gaining tﬁ&T moksa. On the other hand
AR I asuri sampat (JAR sarisira) 9= Hdl nibandhiya mata

- The JAYX M asura sampat is meant for building greater and stronger worldly
bondages

We are not talking here about 2ds devas and HAYXs asauras. We are only talking

about some personal qualities called &9 g d daiva sampat and AR T

asura sampat, which are best understood as positive qualities and negative qualities
respectively, with reference to their contribution to one's spiritual progress.

Let us recall the context here for a moment. Arjuna is seeking e moksa - liberation,
and he is listening to Sri Krishna, who is now talking about those who are born with é?‘[

™ d daiva sampat, and also about those who are born with I I asura
sampat. Immediately a doubt, and concern, might arise in Arjuna’s mind, namely "Am |

born with &9 AW daiva sampat, or am | born with YR T asura sampat
Arjuna did not ask this question, but a concern on this matter is natural. Therefore Sri
Krishna immediately brings peace to his mind by saying:

qogd, Al [ pandava, ma Sucah - Arjuna, don't worry, there is no reason for
you to get worried, because

U <A ANATS: AN sampadari daivim abhijatah asi - You are born with

q ™ d daiva sampat. You are born with all those divine virtues, all positive
gualities which will surely lead you to tﬁ&T moksa ultimately. You are already on your
way to gaining e moksa.

o I UUe <O AT 9Ued ma Sucah sampadam  daivim
abhijato'si pandava - With these assuring words from Sri Krishna, Arjuna’s mind is
quietened, and he is ready again to listen to what Sri Krishna has to say further.
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If Arjuna is already born with EC) MW daiva sampat, then why should H3TIH
bhagavan talk about AR M asura sampat to him at this time? Because, still
3"@:[ arjuna is not yet a Il jiiani. Therefore, he should know both about & W

daiva sampat and g Y™ d asura sampat, so that he can recognize their
expressions, and deal with them appropriately, as and when they appear.

it

Having &1 M d daiva sampat or Y AW asura sampat is always a matter of
FUERA kamaphala - the result of one's past actions. Except s JAanis, no one is

immune to occasional expressions of HYRX A asura sampat in oneself, and when
that happens, one should know how to avoid further such expressions. That is why Sri
Krishna is giving an elaborate description of Y AWM asura sampat in the rest of
this chapter. Introducing the subject matter of the rest of this chapter, {3l
bhagavan says

Z1 AT AR o AR U 7 |
dvau bhiitasargau loke'smin daiva asura eva ca |
T TIA=et: Uh: AR Ui 3] 0 16 - 6

daivo vistaraSah proktah asuram partha me srnu Il
ﬂﬁéq:[?ﬁﬁﬁ qﬁﬂ"’ﬁ g g AR U F asmin loke bhitasargau dvau daiva

asura eva ca - In this world of human beings, people are endowed with two distinct

types of personal qualities in their TIHII svabhava, each in different forms and to
different extents. One type is éﬁ FHWd daiva sampat - positive qualities, and the
other type is AYR FHWd asura sampat - negative qualities. The terms positive and
negative refer to their contribution to one's spiritual progresses, gaining ATH §|'lﬁ|‘étma

jAanam, gaining e moksa.

391 TR UF daivo vistarasah prokta - The o9 W daiva sampat has

already been described in detail, but Y FAMd asura sampat has been told only
briefly.

AR IR Y9I asuram partha me Srnu - Arjuna, please listen to Me with

attention, about IYX AWM asura sampat - about people who are governed by the
negative qualities. Whether one has any expressions of the negative qualities or not, one
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has to know about them, as a matter of knowledge. Therefore, J Srnu - ATRY

avadharaya - listen with attention.

T = gl =1 570 9 g |

pravrttim ca nivrttim ca jana na vidurasurah |
T 3 A =R AT A =T 16 -7

na saucam napi cacaro na satyam tesu vidyate |l

ATYRT: STA: asurah janah - People whose mental dispositions are governed by 31X
YW asura sampat - negative qualities

Ugi = I = 9 9 pravrttith ca nivrttith na viduh - they do not know

what is to be done, and what is not to be done.
What is it that one needs to do to accomplish anything worthwhile in life, whether it be

with reference to 9 dharma, ) artha, % kama or i moksa, they do not
know. Similarly, they do not know also what it is that one should not do, what will really

c c
hurt them, if not immediately, certainly later. What is ¥H dharma and what is 3H

adharma. What is proper and what is improper - that also they do not know. Even if
they know, that knowledge has no effect on their personal behavior. Not only that

3 | ﬁ@ AT 99 Saucarh na viduh - they do not know what is cleanliness,
both outside cleanliness and inside cleanliness. They are insensitive to dirt and filth in
their outside surroundings, and their 3~d: <h}Ul antah karana - mind and E{FQZ
buddhi also is never clean, because they are always governed by their TPT—?‘S[ raga-
dvesa forces - forces of likes and dislikes. Further

AFER: A | 9 dcarah api na viduh - what is AR cara - good manners,

that also they do not know. They neither know, nor care to follow proper manners in
personal interactions, and in ways of doing things

ﬁg@?ﬁrq IBBE tesu satyam na vidyate - In them, speaking truth, being truthful
never exists. They speak untruth all the time knowingly. Further

ATITIIAS o TPTEEAPARY |

asatyamapratistham te jagadahurniSvaram |
ARIRIT  FFETermed®y || 16 - 8

AN ~
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aparspara sambhiitarn kimanyatkamahaitukam |l

it

ﬁ AE: te ahuh - This is what they say, this is how they justify and propagate their
values to others

SPTd AL TN jagat asatyam - If you ask them "why do you speak untruth” they say

that it is because “STTd JATHH jagat asatyam - the whole world speaks only

untruth. Nobody in the world speaks the truth. Speaking untruth is the way to live in this
world". That is what they say. Further, they say

ST ﬂqﬁ'@jag&t apratistham - "There is really no basis for any particular life-
style in this world. There is really no basis for notions such as 9 dharma, T

adharma, 999 punya, Y9 papa, T karma, %9 %S karma phala, etc.

There is really no basis for notions such as one's birth, life circumstances and death

c (o
arise from one's H karma and %H ™l karma phala, etc. There is really no basis

for the existence of this world, or for the varied lifestyles seen in this world" That is what
they say. Not only that, further they say:

ST FAPAR jagat aniSvaram - "There is no 2R j$vara anywhere. All this talk

C - . . C - .
about 3°9X iSvara is meaningless. The world does not need any $2UX iSvara for its
existence. The world is free from é*a? iSvara, because there is no é*a? iSvara to
account for anything in this world." That is what they say.

Then, if you ask them, how people are born, and why every person is different from
every other person, for them, the answer is simple. They say

ﬂ‘ld\ﬂ“l%{"“l(%l‘ﬁ'jagat aparaspara sambhitam - "people are naturally born just

by mutual interactions. There is no é@? iSvara involved here. The differences among
people are purely genetic and incidental, and nothing more, because

B2 AL *I'—Iégﬂ“—l\ﬂ-’ld\ kim anyat kamahaitukam jagat - what cause is

there, what cause there need be, for the birth of people in this world, other than hTH
kama - mutual desire and interactions. There is no other ST *hIRUT jagat karapam

- there is no other cause for the birth of varieties of people in this world". That is what
they say.

TAT gReHTe S TSI : |
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etamh drstimavastabhya nastatmano'lpabuddhayah |
QIR & TS || 16 -9

yugrakarmanah ksayaya o'hitah Il

Tdr W etam drstimavastabhya - AT asritya - Following
assiduously this kind of thinking

ASTHTH: nastatmanah - They have lost themselves. They have lost control over their

actions. They are totally driven by their W—?q raga-dvesa forces in the pursuit of
their worldly fancies.

AYYSY: alpabuddhayah - Their S'ig buddhi - their discriminating capacity has

.

become JAY alpam - very limited, which means their discriminating capacity has

become limited to the pursuits of sense objects and sense enjoyments only, totally
devoid of any spiritual yearnings. Consequently, all their mental and intellectual

capacities are so much distorted, misdirected and misused that they become 39 FHT:

— - o — — -
ugra karmanah, meaning %X HIO: krura karmanah. They continuously
commit cruel, violent and, in every way, hurtful actions in their senseless pursuits. Thus

ST &9 99Ei jagatah ksaydya prabhavanti - They are born specifically

for the purpose of destroying people, destroying qﬁ dharma, destroying law and order
in society. Hence

ST 31%F|Tjagatah ahita - They are enemies to the well-being of the entire world.
Wars and destructions in society arise only from those having 3I{X I™d asura
sampat. Further

AT TR GBS |

kamamasritya duspuram dambha mana madanvitah |

HETEIRASASTIRN Fad=IS3r It || 16 - 10
mohadgrhitva'sadgrahan pravartante'suci vratah |l

THHATH IR kamamasritya duspiirami - Pursuing T kima desires and

cravings, which can never be totally fulfiled, because FIH kama can never be
appeased - cravings for sense objects and sense experiences can never be appeased,
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however much one has them, one craves for more. That is the nature of being a slave to
%TH kama. Therefore, pursuing desires and cravings which can never be totally fulfilled

0 HH U AT dambha mana mada anvitah - with their = T_0T antah

\‘_%ﬂ [Hinew Temple off Oitawwa-Caileion Ine;
e

karana - mind and gﬁg{ buddhi always being filled with hypocrisy, pride and
arrogance

HET "ISQIC_QT AYd AEH mohat grhitva asat grahan - undertaking and

pursuing improper goals
AYd AET asat grahan - destinations of self-destruction, prompted byrﬁ? moha
- delusion and stupidity

PECEC FBIEAAT: pravartante Suci vratih - these people with IR T

asura sampat are always busily engaged in this world, with their means and ends ever
remaining impure and improper.

Their cravings are insatiable. Their mind and 3’@ buddhi are clogged with false values,
hypocrisy, pride and arrogance. Their stupidity is pushing them into unbecoming
decisions followed by improper actions, and thus they are very busy in this world, always
scheming and hurting, both themselves and others, in the pursuit of their misguided
projects.

YT bhagavan has much more to say about these people, which we will see next
time.
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