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ÛIm]¤g]v]t]/ g]It]] 
S]ozx]o%Dy]]y]: - dEv]]s]ur s]mp]i©õB]]g]y]og]: 

Sozaxo%Dy˜y]: - dEv˜sur s]mp]i©wB˜g] yog]: 

Chapter 16 
Volume 3 

 

dmB]o dp]o*%iB]m]]n]‘õ ßoD]: p]]ruSy]m]ev]c] | 
damBo darpo*%iBwmÅin]‘õ ßoD]: pÅiruSy]mev]c] | 

a#]]n]\ cÅiB]j]]t]sy] p]]T]* s] \p]dm]]s]urIm]/ ||  16 - 4 
a#Åin]\ cÅiBwjÅit]sy] pÅirT]* s]\p]damÅisurIm/ ||  
  

dEv]I s]\p]i©õm]oX]]y] in]b]nD]]y]]s]urI m]t]] |  
dEvI s]\p]i©wmoXÅy] inwb]nDÅyÅsurI m]tÅ |  

m]] x]uc]: s]\p]d\ dEv]Im]/ aiB]j]]t]o%is] p]]Nzv] ||  16 - 5 
mÅ xuc]: s]\p]da\ dEvIm/ aiBwjÅto%isw pÅNzav] ||  
 

©õO B]Ut]s]g]O* l]oä†%ism]n]/  dEv] a]s]ur Av] c] | 
©O BUt]s]rgO* loä†%ismwn/  dEv] Åsura Av] c] | 

dEv]o iv]st]rx]: p—o•:  a]s]ur\ p]]T]* m]e x]&N]u ||    16 - 6 
dEvo ivwst]rax]: p—o•a:  Åsura\ pÅrT]* me x&Nu ||  
   

ýp—ýv]&i–]\ c] in]v]&i–]\ c] j]n]] n] iv]dur]s]ur]: | 
p—ýv&i–w\ c] inwv]&i–w\ c] j]nÅ n] ivwdurÅsur]: | 

n] x]Oc]\ n]]ip] c]]c]]ro n] s]ty] \ t]S]u iv]§õt]e ||   16 - 7  
n] xOc]\ nÅipw cÅcÅro n] s]ty]\ t]Su ivw§õte ||  
   

as]ty]m]p— ýit]SQ \ t]e j]g]d]hurn]Iìv]rm]/ |  
as]ty]m]p—ýitwSQa\ te j]g]dÅhurnIìv]ram/ |  

ap]rsp]rs]\B]Ut] \   iäým]ny]täm]hEt]uäým]/  ||     16 - 8 
ap]rsp]ra s]\BUt]\  iäwm]ny]täm]hEtuäým/  ||  
      

At]]\ d&iSqm]v]SqBy] n]Sq]tm]]n]o%lp]b]u£y]: | 
AtÅ\ d&iSqwm]v]SqaBy] n]SqÅtmÅno%lp]bu£ay]: | 

ýp—ýB]v]nty]ug—ýäým]]*N]:  X]y]]y] j]g]t]o%iht]]: ||   16 - 9 
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p—ýB]v]ntyug—ýäýrmÅN]:  X]yÅy] j]g]to%ihwtÅ: || 
   

äm]m]]iÛõty] duSp]Ur\ dmB]m]]n]m]d]inv]t]]: | 
äm]mÅiÛwty] duSpUra\ damB] mÅn]m] dÅinvwtÅ: | 

m]oh]d/g]&hItv]]%s]d/g—h]n]/ p—ýv]t]*nt]e%x]uic] v—ýt]]: ||  16 - 10 
moh]d/g&hItvÅ%s]d/g—hn p—ýv]rt]*nte%xuicw v—ýtÅ: ||     
 

As we have already seen in the first three verses, Sri Krishna gives a description of dEv] 
s]mp]t]/ dEv] s]mp]t/ - the personal qualities which every person should recognize 
and cultivate for one's continued progress in life, because they are positive qualities for 

gaining Wìv]r õ #]]n]\ Wìv]rõ #Ån]\ - ˜tm] #ò}]n]\ ˜tma #òÅn]\ - Self-knowledge, and 

ultimately, Total fulfillment in life. Now, Sri Krishna begins a description of as]ur s]mp]t]/ 
asur] s]mp]t/ - the personal qualities which are totally detrimental to one's spiritual 
progress, and hence, they are negative qualities, which must be recognized as such, 
and avoided at all times. B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn first introduces these negative qualities 
briefly, and then, a little later, talks about them in greater detail. Introducing as]ur s]mp]t]/ 
asur] s]mp]t/, B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn says: 
 
dmB]o dp]o*%iB]m]]n]‘õ ßoD]: p]]ruSy]m]ev]c] |  
damBo darpo*%iBwmÅin]‘õ ßoD]: pÅiruSy]mev]c] | 

a#]]n]\ cÅiB]j]]t]sy] p]]T]* s] \p]dm]]s]urIm]/ ||  16 - 4 
a#Åin]\ cÅiBwjÅit]sy] pÅirT]* s]\p]damÅisurIm/ ||  
 

p]]T]* pÅirT]* - O! Arjuna 
aiB]j]]t]sy] s]\p]dm]/ a]s]urIm]/ ]BwjÅit]sy] s]\p]dam ÅisurIm/ (B]v]int] B]v]intw) 
- These are some of the personal qualities which are found in a person who is born with 

as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t,/ or who has as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t/. 
 

What are those qualities? They are dmB]: damBah, dp]*: darpah, aiB]m]]n]: 

iaBwmÅin]h, ßoD]:  ßoD]:, p]]ruSy]m]/ pÅiruSy]m and a#]]n]\ a#Åin]\.  

 
dmB]: damBah means hypocritical or pretentious behavior, putting up a pompous 
show, projecting oneself as one far better or greater or superior than what one really is 
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dp]*: darpah means g]v]*m] g]rv]*m - vain, hollow and arrogant pride in one's assumed 
superiority in something such as education, knowledge, skill, accomplishments, wealth, 
family lineage, physical strength, beauty, etc. 
aiB]m]]n]: iaBwmÅin]h is self-conceit, entertaining an exaggerated opinion about one's 
assumed superiority in something, and consequently, demanding or expecting 
recognition and respect from others 
ßoD]: ßoD]: is anger. B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn has already said what anger does to a 
person: 
ßoD]]t]/ B]v]it] s]\m]oh: s]\m]oh]t]/ sm]&it] iv]B]/rm]:   
ßoDÅit/ B]v]itw s]\moha: s]\mohÅit/ sm&itw ivwB/ram]:   
sm]&it] B]/r\x]]t]/  b]uiõ£n]]x]:  b]uiõ£n]]x]]t]/ p—ýN]xy]it]     2 - 63 
sm&itw B/ra\xÅit/ bu£w nÅix]:  bui£wnÅixÅit/ p—ýN]xy]itw  
  
From anger comes incapacity to think properly. From loss of ability to think properly 
arises loss of memory and the benefits of all of one's past education, knowledge, culture 
and values. From the loss of memory comes the destruction of one's b]uiõ£ bui£w - 
faculty of judgment. With the destruction of b]uiõ£ bui£w, the person is as good as lost 
as a human being. In any case, the person is spiritually degraded. That is why ßoD]  
ßoD] is an as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t/. 
p]]ruSy]m]/ pÅiruSy]m is use of harsh or sarcastic words about other's attributes, 
appearance, skills, shortcomings, family, etc., which simply means cruelty in words, 
talking in a manner that is hurtful to others; and 

a#]]n]\ a#Åin]\ - Here a#]]n]\ a#Åin]\ is iv]v]eäý a#]]n]\ vwveäý a#Åin]\,  
manifested as false values, false perceptions, confusion with respect to what is right and 
what is wrong, and all confusions rooted in self-ignorance.  
 

All the above personal qualities, namely dmB]: damBah, dp]*: darpah, aiB]m]]n]: 

iaBwmÅin]h, ßoD]:  ßoD]:, p]]ruSy]m]/ pÅiruSy]m and a#]]n]\ a#Åin]\, all of 

them come under as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t/ - negative qualities, because they are 
totally detrimental to one's spiritual progress. B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn/  has much more to say 
about as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t/, but before doing that, B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn/ points 
out: 
 
dEv]I s]\p]i©õm]oX]]y] in]b]nD]]y]]s]urI m]t]] |  
dEvI s]\p]i©wmoXÅy] inwb]nDÅyÅsurI m]tÅ |  
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m]] x]uc]: s]\p]d\ dEv]Im]/ aiB]j]]t]o%is] p]]Nzv] ||  16 - 5 
mÅ xuc]: s]\p]da\ dEvIm/ aiBwjÅto%isw pÅNzav] ||  
 
dEv]I s]mp]t]/ dEvI s]\p]t (s]\s]]r b]nD]n]]t]/ s]\sÅra b]nD]nÅt)/ õiv]m]oX]]y] m]t]] 
vwmoXÅy] m]tÅ - The dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t is meant for liberation from all 

worldly bondages and gaining m]oX] moXa.  On the other hand 

as]urI s]mp]t]/ asurI s]mp]t (s]\s]]r s]\sÅra) in]b]nD]]y] m]t]] inwb]nDÅya m]tÅ 
- The as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t is meant for building greater and stronger worldly 
bondages   
 
We are not talking here about dev]s dev]s and as]urs as]uras. We are only talking 
about some personal qualities called dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t and as]ur s]mp]t]/ 
asur] s]mp]t, which are best understood as positive qualities and negative qualities 
respectively, with reference to their contribution to one's spiritual progress. 
 
Let us recall the context here for a moment. Arjuna is seeking m]oX] moX] - liberation, 
and he is listening to Sri Krishna, who is now talking about those who are born with dEv] 
s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t, and also about those who are born with as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] 

s]mp]t. Immediately a doubt, and concern, might arise in Arjuna's mind, namely  "Am I 
born with dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t, or am I born with as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t 
Arjuna did not ask this question, but a concern on this matter is natural. Therefore Sri 
Krishna immediately brings peace to his mind by saying: 
 

p]]Nzv], m]] x]uc]: pÅNzav], mÅ xuc]: - Arjuna, don't worry, there is no reason for 
you to get worried, because 

s]\p]d\ dEv]Im]/ aiB]j]]t]: ais] s]\p]da\ dEvIm/ aiBwjÅt]: aisw - You are born with 

dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t. You are born with all those divine virtues, all positive 
qualities which will surely lead you to m]oX] moX] ultimately. You are already on your 
way to gaining m]oX] moX].   
m]] x]uc]: s]\p]d\ dEv]Im]/ aiB]j]]t]o%is] p]]Nzv] mÅ xuc]: s]\p]da\ dEvIm/ 

aiBwjÅto%isw pÅNzav] - With these assuring words from Sri Krishna, Arjuna's mind is 
quietened, and he is ready again to listen to what Sri Krishna has to say further. 
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If Arjuna is already born with dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t, then why should B]g]v]]n]/ 
B]g]vn talk about as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t to him at this time? Because, still 
aj]u*n] arju*n] is not yet a #]]n]I #˜nI. Therefore, he should know both about dEv] s]mp]t]/ 
dEva s]\p]t and as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t, so that he can recognize their 
expressions, and deal with them appropriately, as and when they appear. 
 
Having dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t or as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t is always a matter of 
äým]*’ýl] äým]*’ýl] - the result of one's past actions. Except #]]n]Is #˜nIs, no one is 
immune to occasional expressions of as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t in oneself, and when 
that happens, one should know how to avoid further such expressions. That is why Sri 
Krishna is giving an elaborate description of as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t in the rest of 
this chapter. Introducing the subject matter of the rest of this chapter, B]g]v]]n]/ 
B]g]vn says 
 
©õO B]Ut]s]g]O* l]oä†%ism]n]/  dEv] a]s]ur Av] c] | 
©O BUt]s]rgO* loä†%ismwn/  dEv] Åsura Av] c] | 

dEv]o iv]st]rx]: p—o•:  a]s]ur\ p]]T]* m]e x]&N]u ||    16 - 6 
dEvo ivwst]rax]: p—o•a:  Åsura\ pÅrT]* me x&Nu || 
 
aism]n]/ l]oä B]Ut]s]g]O* ©õO dEv] a]s]ur Av] c] iasmwn/ loä† BUt]s]rgO ©O dEv] 

Åsura Av] c] - In this world of human beings, people are endowed with two distinct 

types of personal qualities in their sv]B]]v] sv]BÅv], each in different forms and to 
different extents. One type is dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t - positive qualities, and the 
other type is as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t - negative qualities. The terms positive and 
negative refer to their contribution to one's spiritual progresses, gaining ˜tm] #ò}]n] \ ˜tma 

#òÅn]\, gaining m]oX] moX]. 
 

dEv]o iv]st]rx]: p—o• dEvo ivwst]rax]: p—o•a - The dEv] s]mp]t]/ dEva s]\p]t has 

already been described in detail, but as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t has been told only 
briefly.  

a]s]ur\ p]]T]* m]e x]&N]u Åsura\ pÅrT]* me x&Nu - Arjuna, please listen to Me with 

attention, about as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t - about people who are governed by the 
negative qualities. Whether one has any expressions of the negative qualities or not, one 
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has to know about them, as a matter of knowledge. Therefore, x]&N]u x&Nu – av]D]]ry] 
av]DÅray] - listen with attention. 
 
ýp—ýv]&i–]\ c] in]v]&i–]\ c] j]n]] n] iv]dur]s]ur]: |  
p—ýv&i–w\ c] inwv&i–w\ c] j]nÅ n] ivwdurÅsur]: | 

n] x]Oc]\ n]]ip] c]]c]]ro n] s]ty] \ t]eS]u iv]§õt]e ||   16 - 7  
n] xOc]\ nÅipw cÅcÅro n] s]ty]\ teSu ivw§õte || 
 

a]s]ur]: j]n]]: Åsur]: j]nÅh - People whose mental dispositions are governed by as]ur 
s]mp]t]/ asur] s]mp]t - negative qualities  

ýp—ýv]&i–]\ c] in]v]&i–]\ c] n] iv]du: p—ýv&i–w\ c] inwv&i–w\ n] ivwduh - they do not know 
what is to be done, and what is not to be done.   
What is it that one needs to do to accomplish anything worthwhile in life, whether it be 

with reference to D]m]* D]rm], aT]* arT]*, ä]m] äÅm] or m]oX] moX], they do not 
know. Similarly, they do not know also what it is that one should not do, what will really 
hurt them, if not immediately, certainly later. What is D]m]* D]rm] and what is aD]m]* 
aD]rm]*. What is proper and what is improper - that also they do not know. Even if 
they know, that knowledge has no effect on their personal behavior. Not only that 
 

*x]Oc]\ n] iv]du: aD]m]* D]m]* xOc]\ n] ivwduh - they do not know what is cleanliness, 
both outside cleanliness and inside cleanliness. They are insensitive to dirt and filth in 
their outside surroundings, and their ant]: ärN] ant]: äaraN] - mind and b]uiõ£ 

bui£w also is never clean, because they are always governed by their r]g]-©eS] rÅg]-

©eS] forces - forces of likes and dislikes. Further 

a]c]]r: aip] n] iv]du: ÅcÅrah aipw n] ivwduh - what is a]c]]r ÅcÅra - good manners, 
that also they do not know. They neither know, nor care to follow proper manners in 
personal interactions, and in ways of doing things 

t]eS]u s]ty] \ n] iv]§õt]e teSu s]ty]\ n] ivw§õte - In them, speaking truth, being truthful 
never exists. They speak untruth all the time knowingly. Further 
 
as]ty]m]p— ýit]SQ \ t]e j]g]d]hurn]Iìv]rm]/ |  
as]ty]m]p—ýitwSQa\ te j]g]dÅhurnIìv]ram/ |  

ap]rsp]rs]\B]Ut] \   iäým]ny]täm]hEt]uäým]/  ||     16 - 8 
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ap]rsp]ra s]\BUt]\  iäwm]ny]täm]hEtuäým/  ||     
 

t]e a]hu: te Åhuh - This is what they say, this is how they justify and propagate their 
values to others 

j]g]t]/ as]ty]m]/ j]g]t as]ty]m - If you ask them "why do you speak untruth" they say 

that it is because “j]g]t]/ as]ty]m]/ j]g]t as]ty]m - the whole world speaks only 
untruth. Nobody in the world speaks the truth. Speaking untruth is the way to live in this 
world". That is what they say. Further, they say 

j]g]t]/ ap—ýit]SQ \ j]g]t ]p—ýitwSQa\ - "There is really no basis for any particular life-

style in this world. There is really no basis for notions such as D]m]* D]rm], aD]m]* 

aD]rm], p]uNy] puNy], p]]p] pÅp], äm]* äarm]*, äm]* ’ýl] äarm]* ’ýl], etc. 
There is really no basis for notions such as one's birth, life circumstances and death 
arise from one's äm]* äarm]* and äm]* ’ýl] äarm]* ’ýl], etc. There is really no basis 
for the existence of this world, or for the varied lifestyles seen in this world" That is what 
they say. Not only that, further they say: 

j]g]t]/ an]Iìv]r\ õ j]g]t anIìv]rõm - "There is no Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ anywhere. All this talk 

about Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ is meaningless. The world does not need any Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ for its 
existence. The world is free from Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ, because there is no Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ to 
account for anything in this world." That is what they say. 
 
Then, if you ask them, how people are born, and why every person is different from 
every other person, for them, the answer is simple. They say   

j]g]t]/ ap]rsp]rs] \B]Ut]\ j]g]t ap]rasp]ra s]\BUt]\ - "people are naturally born just 

by mutual interactions. There is no Wìv]rõ Wìv]rõ involved here. The differences among 
people are purely genetic and incidental, and nothing more, because 

iäým] any]t]/ äm]hEt]uäým]/ j]g]t]/ iäwm ]ny]t äm]hEtuäým/ j]g]t - what cause is 

there, what cause there need be, for the birth of people in this world, other than äm] 
äm] - mutual desire and interactions. There is no other j]g]t]/ ärN]\ j]g]t äraN]\ 

- there is no other cause for the birth of varieties of people in this world". That is what 
they say. 
 
At]]\ d&iSqm]v]SqBy] n]Sq]tm]]n]o%lp]b]u£y]: | 
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AtÅ\ d&iSqwm]v]SqaBy] n]SqÅtmÅno%lp]bu£ay]: | 

ýp—ýB]v]nty]ug—ýäým]]*N]:  X]y]]y] j]g]t]o%iht]]: ||   16 - 9 
yug—ýäýrmÅN]:  X]yÅy] o%ihwtÅ: || 
 

At]]\ d&iSqm]v]SqBy] AtÅ\ d&iSqwm]v]SqaBy] - a]iÛõty] iÅÛwty] - Following 
assiduously this kind of thinking 

n]Sq]tm]]n]: n]SqÅtmÅnah - They have lost themselves. They have lost control over their 

actions. They are totally driven by their r]g]-©eS] rÅg]-©eS] forces in the pursuit of 
their worldly fancies. 

alp]b]u£y]: ]lp]bu£ay]: - Their b]uiõ£ bui£w - their discriminating capacity has 

become alp]\ ]lp]m - very limited, which means their discriminating capacity has 
become limited to the pursuits of sense objects and sense enjoyments only, totally 
devoid of any spiritual yearnings. Consequently, all their mental and intellectual 
capacities are so much distorted, misdirected and misused that they become [g—ý äým]]*N]: 
ug—ý äýrmÅN]:, meaning ßUrýý äým]]*N]: ßUrý äýrmÅ*N]:. They continuously 
commit cruel, violent and, in every way, hurtful actions in their senseless pursuits. Thus 
 

j]g]t]ý: X]y]]y] p— ýB]v]int] j]g]tah X]yÅy] p—ýB]v]ntw - They are born specifically 

for the purpose of destroying people, destroying D]m]* D]rm],* destroying law and order 
in society. Hence  
j]g]t]ý: aiht]] j]g]tah aihwtÅ - They are enemies to the well-being of the entire world. 

Wars and destructions in society arise only from those having as]ur s]mp]t]/ asur] 

s]mp]t.  Further 
 
äm]m]]iÛõty] duSp]Ur\ dmB]m]]n]m]d]inv]t]]: | 
äm]mÅiÛwty] duSpUra\ damB] mÅn] m]dÅinvwtÅ: | 

m]oh]d/g]&hItv]]%s]d/g—h]n]/ p—ýv]t]*nt]e%x]uic] v—ýt]]: ||   16 - 10 
moh]d/g&hItvÅ%s]d/g—hn p—ýv]rt]*nte%xuicw v—ýtÅ: ||  
 

äm]m]]iÛõty] duSp]Ur\ äm]mÅiÛwty] duSpUra\ - Pursuing äm] äm] desires and 

cravings, which can never be totally fulfilled, because äm] äm] can never be 
appeased - cravings for sense objects and sense experiences can never be appeased, 
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however much one has them, one craves for more. That is the nature of being a slave to 
äm] äm]. Therefore, pursuing desires and cravings which can never be totally fulfilled 

dmB] m]]n] m]d ainv]t]]: damB] mÅn] m]da ainvwtÅ: - with their ant]: ärN] ant]: 

äaraN] - mind and b]uiõ£ bui£w always being filled with hypocrisy, pride and 
arrogance  

m]oh]t]/ g]&hItv]] as]t]/ g—h]n]/ moh]t /g&hItvÅ ]sat/ g—hn  - undertaking and 
pursuing improper goals 

as]t]/ g—h]n]/ ]sat/ g—hn - destinations of self-destruction, prompted by m]oh moha  
- delusion and stupidity 

p—ýv]t]*nt]e% ax]uic]v— ýt]]: p—ýv]rt]*nte%xuicw v—ýtÅ: - these people with as]ur s]mp]t]/ 
asur] s]mp]t are always busily engaged in this world, with their means and ends ever 
remaining impure and improper. 
Their cravings are insatiable. Their mind and b]uiõ£ bui£w are clogged with false values, 
hypocrisy, pride and arrogance. Their stupidity is pushing them into unbecoming 
decisions followed by improper actions, and thus they are very busy in this world, always 
scheming and hurting, both themselves and others, in the pursuit of their misguided 
projects. 
 
B]g]v]]n]/ B]g]vn has much more to say about these people, which we will see next 
time.  
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