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In today’s verses Sri Krishna concludes his response to Arjuna’s 7" and last question at
the beginning of this chapter.

TR I, T STF AN, FHIATEnT 8_2
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Krishna, please tell me how do you become recognizable by AT - by people
whose At <hRUT mind and 313 are well disciplined and kept under control at
JITUTETA o — even at the time they depart from their bodies?

While Arjuna was referring primarily to the %lgﬂ'ﬂs — devotees of IRE*TR whose
primary interest is in gaining é‘ﬂ? S or ﬁ&“l — total fulfillment in life, the word
AT broadly includes all people because every body finds oneself as one is,

because of one’s tj?j EF‘-st, past actions in one’s present life and all of one’s past lives.

Everybody wishes well for oneself, whatever be one’s sense of well-being, and
everybody has some discipline in oneself, in one’s own terms. Therefore, in a broad
sense, Arjuna’s question is “What happens when they dies?”

As we may recall, W‘Tﬁlﬁ?[ (5 — 7) answered this question briefly and pointedly by
the expression

c . c
YT FH QAT Ad - Each in accordance with one’s own past %Hs and one’s own
cultivated cumulative thought life, which means, knowledge, awareness and mental
disposition.

For the sake of completeness in response, Sri Krishna now answers Arjuna’s question
in some more detail. Broadly speaking, there are three kinds of people. Those who have

already realized — recognized their identity with Q@’{?‘R through knowledge. They are
s, They are ~icE] Hh:. They have already gained TieT, even while living. For
them, when the QIR E|'7‘§[s are exhausted and the body falls naturally, there is noEFff
left, and hence, there is no J&H W — subtle body to go anywhere, or take further

birth. They become ONE with URUTR, wherever they happen to be at T — at

the time of their departure from their bodies. This is the kind of people that everyone
should strive to be. But such people are rare.

Aside from such §|'|=ﬁs, there are two other kinds of people. Those who are not yet
§|'|:ﬁs, but who have been striving to become §|'|7:ﬁs through Vedic studies, rituals,
meditations, etc. These people have unqualified 'EZ"’EIT ’Tﬁ'ﬁ alright, but in their vision,
Q@RER is still ONE separate from themselves. They have difficulty in reaching the
innermost self of oneself, and recognizing one’s identity with Q@W Such people,
according to our scriptures, may ultimately become qualified to go to then they
depart from their bodies. While being in W with the blessings of Brahmaji
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Himself, they gain SIS and ultimately q1eT - total identity with RY™IR, They do

not return back to IR for rebirth. This process of gaining AT&T is called TFH ﬂﬁﬁ —
gradual progress in self-realization.

The third kind of people includes all the rest of us who have varying degrees of interest
in W S and &I, and whose main preoccupation in life is only one’s own

business of life involving gﬂtraﬁfrs and ‘JTCTEFETS, and experiencing the ups and downs

of daily life as they happen. Such people go through birth and death again and again, in
the cycle of creation for an indefinite period.

Sri Krishna is now talking about the latter two kinds of people.

T Tl d AR A = JHT |
TN T o el 98T HRauH | 8- 23

Here the word ﬁlﬁlzl' includes both the kinds of people. '@IT[ is both the means as well
as the end. Everyone follows some means to some end. In that sense, everybody is a

Zﬁ'fﬁ. As one uplifts oneself ethically and spiritually, both the means and ends are also
uplifted, and the meanings of the words thT[ and th'fﬁ are also upgraded.

The word %blcT here also has a special meaning. hlc1 generally means time, but that is

not the meaning here. Here el means T — the path or the route followed by the
departed soul to its ultimate destination. There are two paths involved here. They are

317{@%[ T - the path going through which there is no return, which means there is

no 37517':[ — no rebirth

ﬂ@ﬁ[ T - the path going through which one returns to rebirth in IR again.

HIIT says:

HRAYN - O Arjuna
T FIS, T TR, TR M, - and also

T HT, FAAEAOE, AR M o et JeTH 1|
T FeT qﬁrq:[q]'ﬁ° - By which path
JITET: IR - the departed souls of TR Yh: — devotees of URHZIR committed to

various kinds of meditations and rituals
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G{ﬂlﬂi;l T - go to the destination from which they do not return to IR for
rebirth, and also

T FleA, T AR, ﬂ]ﬂﬁfq&ﬂ - by which path, the departed souls of people

who are onlyqv-ﬁ""l? — those who are mainly preoccupied with Yo, 94 T s of their
every day life. By which path such people go to the destination from which they return to

HHR by rebirth, again and again

T (WR) TG - will tell you what that T — that path is, (for each of the
above two kinds of people). So saying, W3 continues

AT TeRE: TF - TR A= |
o T =3~ 9&l STaleal A || 8- 24

T IGF AT FT U1 SA0a-e |
=T S IR I H9dd 8_25

There are words here apparently defining %l¢T — TIME, such as 3& : — day time, Tl%f -
night time, {YF : — indicating {YF Y& the fortnight of progressively increasing moon
light, ST indicating ™1 Y& the fortnight of progressively decreasing moonlight,
HUHTAT 3dRTYUH the six months of the year when the path of the sun appears tilted

towards north and STUHTIT SETOTIIUIH the other six months of the year when the path
of the sun appears tilted towards south.

It is important to understand that <Rlc1 here has nothing to do with time. As such, here
1:IT-T(\[ is the path, the route. The words used here, such as 3@ : — day time, Tﬂ%[ — night
time, etc., are again not time. They are “hlc1 s or HPT 9T, They are “hlc1
ﬂw éﬂ?ﬂs — the presiding deities of the paths enroute to Sl ¢l or H< olh
as the case may be. Likewise, the words 3"@[ fire, 3@%—[ light 5 smoke also
represent the corresponding éEFITs in the tIT-VO[s — the paths involved.

These éﬂ?ﬂs lead and conduct the departed soul of an individual to its appropriate
destination, either SI&l T or one of the several 39 Fﬁzﬁs, collectively called =

. These Tl ATTHTHAT S9dTs are hence called HATEE addl. W says

here:
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AT M & FE : YUHTHT 3dRTHIM - In the TBT - in the path led successively
by ARSHT TS I, FET T AT, F[EYL AT and TOHRT ST
EEGll

o AR 11T - in that path

PRIGIE wﬁaﬁ STHl: - the departed souls of those people who are qualified to go to

F& AT by virtue of their Y0Y s gained through proper performance of Vedic
rituals, meditations, etc.

& =3 - they go to SI&l AF — from where they ultimately gain $FH Hﬁﬁ after
gaining Tﬁé@? through Brahmaji Himself.

This 3Tidl — this path leading to S&1 T is called Z[F STid — the bright path, which

means the path conducive to gaining é‘z?‘l? | knowledge about WRER
knowledge about the true nature of Oneself. Whereas

IET o G BE d91 F?0F SOHTIT

'&l'fﬁ - the tﬁ'fﬁ who is only a Eh'fﬁ — one who has been preoccupied exclusively with
one’s own YUY, ‘JTqEFqs throughout one’s life, the departed soul of such a person
o, 5 AE : 41, FOF ORI SO

Hﬁ'qq et - travellng in the path led by IH AT, B TTAT likewise EadiEta]
AT and SOHRAT SETEA AT

AT, Tk I - reaching one of the T~ s, appropriate to its maturity with
the help of the light of TSIl

= S(eF the light of I-SAF is reflected light, and hence it is relatively darker
than ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ' the bright self-effulgent light of ﬂ'ﬁlﬁﬁ[ —the ﬂﬁ[qﬁ leading to A&l
AT, =3 IF here stands for various 39 TIehs such as fﬁaﬁﬁ? L6 ollor, %
I etc., all of which are far less exalted than &l T,

The departed soul of a T traveling with the aid of ST ST — the reflected light

of T2 TIF, reaches one of the many 9 s, appropriate to its maturity, and after
being there until it is ready for rebirth
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A - returns to IR through rebirth. This path leading to d~x AF is called
ol 3T — the dark path, the path conducive to perpetuation in ST — ignorance of

¥R M.

S[EFI] ITAT & STk 37T Hd |
TN M A A=T41 AEAd G | 8 - 26

% — As it is well-known

ST for the entire world, for all people

Ud ITEF 3Tl - these two paths, namely ﬂ’%ﬁﬂﬁ[ and I I - the bright path

and the dark path, the path conducive to gaining é‘*le §|'|=|' anf the path which tends to

perpetuateé*q? I - ignorance on the nature of é*ER these two paths
ST Ud - they obviously continue to exist for ever, because

IIR = I"I('W'CJICL AR - this ever-changing world continues to exist
perennially since the cycle of creation is a continuous phenomenon. Of these two paths,

TRl - by one

A&F T - by the bright path

i ﬂq@ﬁﬂ{— one goes to a place of no return, namely &l . What for? Only to
gain HI&T — total fulfilment in life

HAl S{qud g — by another path, namely ™1 3T — the dark path, one returns

back to IR for rebirth. What for? Again only to gain ﬁ&:[ which means, by whichever
path one goes, whether one knows it or not, the ultimate destination for every person is
only el — total fulfillment in life, and AT&T can be gained only by 3 S - self

knowledge, which means T’T ¥R S - the totality of knowledge about TRH*TR
about oneself.

For gaining such é‘*ﬂ? §|'|=|' one need not have to go anywhere, through any path. One
can gain that JTH S, é"q{ ST, here itself, in this very birth itself, through qih
rT. Therefore, HTIT tells Arjuna:

a0 gt I A I0T YR 44 |
T Y FIeY AR JE |
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o O! Arjuna
Td Il S means Ud TP knowing these two paths very well, ie knowing the

limitations of these two paths very well, namely , these two paths, by themselves, do not
and cannot take you to HI&T,

it | ﬂ?r]ﬁ'[ T - a A0 like you, never gets deluded, because what you want is
W. For one who seeks m m and nothing less, there can be no attraction at
all either to SPH ﬂﬁ'ﬁ or g:lﬁ:l:[ either to SI&T 1% or repeated births in this TR,
Only é*tl? S can give you m That ‘é*q? §|'|7-|' you can gain here and now
through qﬁ'ﬁ W A wise man never gets tempted by lesser things in life.

AHId Therefore,

Q‘chg bt YPTYh: HA - at all times, be steadfast in i '&IT[, which means be
totally absorbed in IRH*AR Teh Hith, I 2R Hih, U Y0 WY 2°0R
ik,

TAE<E TWEY POR Wb, T @0 R Wi, YU FEAR W -

Uncontaminated, undisturbed, absolute enlightened total love and devotion to TREPIR

at all times. Be steadfast in such ’Tﬁ'l'? ‘ﬂ'ﬂ at all times. That is the means open to every

person for gaining m &7 — total fulfillment in life. This concludes Sri Krishna’s
complete response to all 7 questions Arjuna asked at the beginning of this chapter.

Sri Krishna is now going to resume his discourse on H6 0T in the next chapter. As
an introduction to his next discourse in this last verse of this chapter, Sri Krishna sings

the glory of Hith TTT as the means for gaining m , as the means for recognizing

one’s identity with URU*TR, as the natural means for recognizing URUZTR in oneself
as oneself itself.

Y TR dUYg I Y IJUIE Y |
AT AcTaE fafecn TrT 9= 4= 3UTd 96y | 8—28

IIY THY AF G =, Y FGAEA Teeq
Hd Yuqthel m - whatever YUqWTs - fruits of meritorious actions have been

declared in the scriptures as obtainable for one’s experience and enjoyment
de, «wm\ﬂ?ﬁﬁg - through diligent study of the Vedas

t@g, gl{ﬂu'a:[ 3131%@3 - through proper performance of Vedic rituals in all details
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d%E Y , JdUY - through well-observed disciplines of various kinds
a'lﬁg, Waﬁg through gifts given with proper attitude to deserving people at right
time
Ty Id YOOl GIESE - through all such g0 Fs, whatever FHEs are
obtainable for one’s experiences and enjoyments, as declared in the scriptures

o
AT dd g9H - transcending all of them, far exceeding all such experiences and
enjoyments
ECS iéliéc_’«ll - knowing this - “this” means what? Clearly understanding and reflecting
on all that is Sri Krishna has said in response to ArJuna s 7 questions in this chapter,

namely, What is indicated by the words ST&l, 3TSIT, E|'7'-&| W AT, AT

and how any person can recognize oneself as Q@QEI? itself even at the time of death.

In answer to all 7 questions, Sri Krishna has pointed out that

&, T |, FH, AT, ARTET and ARIEET

— all these words indicate the same one &Y F&l URH, the W’*ﬂ? G ATHT

the self in every self including oneself, which is Sri Krishna itself, and the means that
is open to every person

— to recognize that &, that URHZTR, that =BT ATHT — That Sri Krishna in
oneself as oneself itself. The means for such recognition is b 0T

— Yk IPT means what ? What should | do? 6 IPT means

T Y FAS 07 AR T T 87
I I A1 HT TR HT=E 8-14

A I Y FlY PRI HE6H 8- 27

These are the command words of Sri Krishna, the command words of WRER not

only for every é*?R W6 — devotee of URUZAR, but also to every person who really
cares about oneself, and who cares to listen.

Let us note here that Sri Krishna repeats the same message three times, so that you
and | do not miss the message.

va‘g Ty HT SR T T - Recognizing Me as &R AT URH, as TRH™TR
itself in yourself, be conscious of Me, the UXRH™HX, <«|q°g %l at all times and at
the same time do whatever EFEI you have to do under your immediate personal
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C C
circumstances of life, always doing that E|'7'-SI as EFEF a‘m and 4sl %vH, “%H as total
dedication to W There is never any conflict between doing one’s worldly duties
and being in God-consciousness at all times, because, as pointed out earlier, EFEO[ th[

is T EFﬁ'ﬁ IR (2 — 50) Overriding excellence in action. Such T T0T itself is
being God-consciousness at all times. That is Hih 1. Again

T Fdd AT /T TR BT - I it is not possible for you to appreciate at
this time what is indicated by the expression AR =T W then, whatever be your
vision of IRH*TR at this time, never isolating that GRHER from yourself, identify
yourself with that ORI

WT—T - Always, at all times, under all circumstances, during all your waking hours,
throughout your life time. That is ’Tﬁ'ﬁzﬁ?{ Again,

mﬂaoﬂ Wﬂ IPTI © 99 - you must clearly understand the fact that for

gaining total fulfillment in life, gaining TR T - knowledge about TRY™R s the
only means, there is no other means. Recognizing that fact, whatever be your vision of

URUZTR at this time, cultivate an uncontaminated, undistracted, enlightened total love
and devotion to that URH*IR at all times (Hch hTTY) throughout your life. That is

i I,

3? ﬁﬁc_‘ﬂ - Here “'sfé‘ ” means this refers to all that is said above. Therefore 33‘
TIfecaT means knowing all this

'&l'fﬁ - the @Tﬁ, the one who thus remains steadfast, remains absorbed in Hith I at
all times, that‘ﬂTﬁ

R T 34

TR WY T, 3UTd YTd9Ed - reaches the exalted abode of IRHZEIR - gaining
the very nature of IRHZAR

ART 9 U

AT T, IR FRIT AR F&l SUTd - That IAPT in Mtk JBT becomes ONE

with &R T&T — the primordial cause for all existence. Such a '&l'fﬁ, being in b
P, naturally becomes Wﬁ?{, enjoying &Il
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Wﬁ?{ AT UL - Such a Wﬁ?[ naturally gains m gains qreT while stil

living in this very life, and forever thereafter. Such is the glory of His et

Thus ends the 8" chapter of qua?[TﬁﬁT entitled F&R F& IPT. In this chapter we
have seen how Sri Krishna transforms Arjuna’s mundane questions into a penetrating

discourse on ‘:lﬁF '&IT[ — That is the glory of this chapter. We will go to chapter 9 next
time.
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