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Û]Im]¤g]v]t]/ g]It]] 

Aä−dõxç%Dy]]yù  - iv]ìv]Ðp]dõx]*n]yçgù 
Chapter 11 
Volume 6 

        
˜KyÅihõ mà äo B]vÅn¶g—ýÐpç n]mç%st¶ tà dev]v]rõ p—ýsÆdõ | 

iv]#Åt¶im]cC−im] B]v]nt]mÅ§\ n] ihõ p—j]−nÅim] t]v] p—ýv³i–]m]/ ||     11 - 31 
 

ÛI B]g]vÅn]/ [vÅc] 

ä−lç%ism] lçäýÜ]y]äëty]p—ýv³£o lçä−n]/ s]mÅhõt¶* im]hõ p—ýv³–ù | 

`tà%ip] tvÅ\ n] B]iv]Sy]int] s]và * yà%v]isT]tÅ: p—ýty]nÆä†S¶ yçDÅ: ||    11 - 32 
 

t]smÅ–v]m¶i–]SQõ y]xç l]B]sv] ij]tvÅ x]ˆ½n]/ B¶Mõ/Üv] r−jy]\ s]m³£õm]/ | 

m]yðvðtà in]hõtÅ: p½v]*màv] in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] s]vy]sÅic]n]/ ||      11 - 33 
 

¨oN]\ c] BÆSm]\ c] j]y]¨õT]\ c] äýN]* \ t]TÅ nyÅn]ip] yçD]vÆr−n]/ | 

m]yÅ hõtÅ\stv]\ j]ihõ mÅ vy]iT]SQ− y¶Dy]sv] jàtÅis] rõNà s]p]tnÅn]/ ||    11 – 34    
 
Sri Krishna is now responding to Arjuna’s request, namely. 
 

˜KyÅihõ mà äo B]vÅn¶g—ýÐpç n]mç%st¶ tà dev]v]rõ p—ýsÆdõ | 

iv]#Åt¶im]cC−im] B]v]nt]mÅ§\] n] ihõ p—j]−nÅim] t]v] p—ýv³i–]m]/ ||     11 - 31 
 
O! Lord 
˜KyÅihõ mà - Please tell me. 
äo B]vÅn¶g—ýÐp]: - Who are You, whose form is so terrifying? Are You the same Krishna 
that I have known all along? I have never seen You before in this [g—ýÐp]\ - B]y]\äýrõ Ðp]\ 
– terrifying form. 
B]v]nt]m]/ ˜§\ - You being the ONE who has been existing, before any one else, and 
hence, You being the only ONE, who knows all about Yourself 
iv]#Åt]\u wcC−im], äo B]vÅn]/, ˜KyÅihõ mà - I want to know exactly who You are, as I see 
You now in Your iv]ìv]Ðp]\. Please tell me.  
 

Responding to Arjuna’s request, B]g]vÅn]/ says:  
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ÛI B]g]vÅn]/ [vÅc] 

ä−lç%ism] lçäýÜ]y]äëty]p—ýv³£o lçä−n]/ s]mÅhõt¶* im]hõ p—ýv³–ù | 

`tà%ip] tvÅ\ n] B]iv]Sy]int] s]và * yà%v]isT]tÅ: p—ýty]nÆä†S¶ yçDÅ: ||  11 -  32 
 
ä−lç%ism] - ah\ ä−lù aism] - I am ä−l] – The TIME; I am in]ty]ä−l]: - The Eternal 
TIME 
lçäýÜ]y]äët]/ ä−lù - I am That ä−l] that devours the whole world, all the jÆv]}s and all 
the people. I am That TIME, that devours TIME Itself 
p—ýv³£: ä−lù - I am That TIME in its expanded form, in its iv]ìv]Ðp]\ – all-inclusive form, 
so that you can see the past, present and future, in the wheel of time. I am in the form of 
ä−l] here, because,  
lçä−n]/ s]mÅhõt¶*m]/ whõ p—ýv³–ù - at this time and place, I am here to bring about the 
destruction of all the people assembled here on both sides of this battle-field. I appear 
before you in the Form of Destruction, because, I am the cause for their destruction.  
You must know that I am indeed the cause for their creation, their sustenance, and 
their destruction as well. But, at this time and place, I am here for their destruction 
only. As I said before, My very presence here is for  
 

p]irõˆÅNÅy] sÅD½nÅ\ iv]nÅxÅy] c] duSäëtÅ\ 

D]m]*s]\sTÅp]nÅTÅ*y] s]B]vÅim] y¶gà y¶gà  ||     4-8 
 

All the people who are ordained by ME to undergo that iv]nÅx] – destruction, for the 
protection of D]m]* in society, they are all assembled here, and I am here to bring about 
the destruction of all of them, as ä−l] – TIME, as the very Law of äým]* and äým]*’ýl]. 
 
From the very process of Destruction seen by you in this iv]ìv]Ðp]\, you can understand 
that everything in this creation is changing all the time, and nothing in this creation is 
permanent. This entire creation is mÅyÅ Ðp]\. All manifestations of mÅyÅ are ain]ty]\, 
they are as]t]/ – they have only a transient existence. The only thing that is in]ty]\, that 
is s]ty]\ – that which is permanent, never subject to change is avy]• sv]Ðp] aÜ]rõ b—

ýÀõn]/ – Unmanifest b—ýÀõn]/. Again, as I said earlier, 
 

nÅs]tç iv]§õtà BÅvç nÅBÅvç iv]§õtà s]tù  - 2-16 That which has only a transient existence 
has really no existence at all; and that which has existence, has no non-existence. 
Therefore, all the people who are now destined to be destroyed, have only mÅyÅ Ðp]\ – 
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they have no real existence at all. They are all here only because of their äým]*’ýl]s, and 
those äým]*’ýl]s are now nearing exhaustion, by virtue of ä−l] – TIME. Consequently, 
they are all now ready to fall.  
 

The manifestation of mÅyÅ here is ä−l] – the Wheel of TIME. The Wheel of TIME 
keeps moving all the time, and everybody is caught in it. That is what you saw in the 
iv]ìv]Ðp]\. All these people are already in the process of being devoured by Me, as 
ä−l]. Their deaths have nothing to do with you, or your powers, or your wishes, or 
your will.  Arjuna, as you may recall, you said earlier (in Chapter 1): 
 

“AtÅn]/ n] hõnt]\u wcC−im] Gn]tç%ip] m]D¶s½dõn] 1-35 - I do not wish to kill them, even though I 
am killed”. Arjuna, please understand this clearly – you need not wish to kill any body, 
because, 
`tà%ip] tvÅ\ n] B]iv]Sy]int] s]và - tvÅ\ iv]nÅ aip], n] B]iv]Sy]int] s]và - even without you, 
the job is done already. All these people will not exist when this war is over. Even 
without your participation in this war, all these people, namely, 
yà%v]isT]tÅ: p—ýty]nÆä†S¶ yçDÅ: - those who are standing here as commanders of the 
different groups of armies on both sides of the battlefield, including BÆSm], ¨oN], äýN]*, 

d&Sqõ§umn¶, sÅty]iäý, etc., all of them 
n] B]iv]Sy]int] - they will not exist when this war is over. All of them are already in the 
process of being destroyed by Me, as ä−l] – as The Wheel of TIME. For their 
destruction, you are not the cause. Whatever be your wish, their times are over, they 

are destined to die, and they will die in this war. That is their äým]*’ýl], and I am The 
äým]*’ýl]d−tÅ - The Giver of the Fruit of Actions. Your part in this war is very simple, do 
what you need to do, in terms of your own duty and there is nothing more for you to 
do.  
 

t]smÅ–v]m¶i–]SQõ y]xç l]B]sv] ij]tvÅ x]ˆ½n]/ B¶Mõ/Üv] r−jy]\ s]m³£õm]/ | 

m]yðvðtà in]hõtÅ: p½v]*màv] in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] s]vy]sÅic]n]/ ||     11 -  33 
 

t]smÅt]/ tv]\ [i–]SQõ - Therefore, Arjuna – [i–]SQõ  – Wake up to your duty. Do what you 
have to do, as your duty. As a Ü]iˆ]y], it is your duty to protect D]m]* in society. Therefore, 
do what needs to be done, what has been left for you to do, at this time and place. By 
so doing, 
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y]xç l]B]sv] - May you gain fame. You will get all the fame, that you conquered even 
those great warriors such as BÆSm], and ¨oN], who cannot be conquered even by the 
Devas. People will talk about your valor in such glorious terms. 
 

ij]tvÅ x]ˆ½n]/ B¶Mõ/Üv] r−jy] s]m³£õm]/ - gaining victory over those who stand here as your 
enemies, may you also gain and enjoy a prosperous and unrivalled kingdom. Such 
fame and such victory can come only to those who are p¶Ny] p¶ÎS] – meritorious people. 
By your p½v]* äým]* – past actions, you are indeed a p¶Ny] p¶ÎS]. That is why you are 
blessed with all the faculties and powers you are endowed with, and you are also 
blessed with this opportunity to use all of them fully and effectively for the benefit of the 
whole world. At the same time, please listen, and understand this properly 
m]yÅ Av], Atà in]hõtÅ: p½v]*m]/ Av] - all these warriors, standing here in this battlefield, have 
already been   
in]hõtÅ: in]‘õyàn] hõtÅ: - killed by Me, beyond doubt 
m]yÅ Av] – killed by Me ONLY, as ä−l] – TIME, by Me as the very Law of äým]* and the 
Giver of äým]*’ýl]. Their times are now over, and they are all ready to fall. Therefore,  
s]vy]sÅic]n]/ - O! Arjuna, the one who can wield weapons effectively even by the left 
hand, just as well as by the right hand, O! Arjuna 
in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] - for the formal destruction of these warriors here, you be purely My 
Instrument, and nothing more. O! Arjuna, please realize 
in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] - you are only an instrument to carry out My Will – The Will of 

p]rõmàìv]rõ – and nothing more. All the destruction that is going to happen here in this 
battlefield, is p—−rõbD]äým]*’ýl] – the fruit of their own actions, for each one of them. In this 
matter, neither your wish, nor your will, nor your power is involved. Your will is only with 
respect to what you need to do, as your own duty, by virtue of your own p—−rõbD]äým]*’ýl], 
and nothing more. Always remember: 
äým]*NyàvÅiD]ä−stà, mÅ ’ýlàS¶ äýd−c]n]  (2-47) - At this time and place, your duty is simple 
and clear, and that is: 
[i–]SQõ - Wake up to your duty; and, as I told you before  
mÅ\ an¶sm]rõ v]y¶Dy] c] (8-7) – Hold on to Me, as p]rõmàìv]rõ, and fight, simply as a matter 
of duty to yourself 
[i–]SQõ in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] - Wake up to your Duty, and Be only an Instrument to carry out 
the Will of p]rõmàìv]r 
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That is the gÆtçp]dex] The Teaching here. The entire purpose of this Chapter on 
iv]ìv]Ðp]dõx]*n] yçg] is only to impart this all-important Teaching to Arjuna, effectively. 
This Teaching is not only for Arjuna under his own circumstances, it is also for all of us 
for all times, under all circumstances.  
 

[i–]SQõ and in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] - These are Upanishad words. These are command-words 
of p]rõmàìv]r. When properly understood and appreciated, these words are m]nˆ]s – 
Words of Power. [i–]SQõ simply means – Stand up, Get up, or Wake up. As a, m]nˆ] it is a 
powerful wake-up call to uplift oneself from transient reality to Absolute Reality. This   
[i–]SQõ m]nˆ] is a powerful operational tool to uplift every Wìv]rõ B]• at any level of 
human existence, to a higher level of spiritual existence.  
 
Even before gÆtçp]dex] started, B]g]vÅn]/ used this [i–]SQõ m]nˆ] – Wake-up call, to uplift 
Arjuna from the sense of despondency and mental depression that he was suffering 
from at that time. We may recall B]g]vÅn]/ ‘s words then 
 
„‡by]\ mÅ sm] g]mù pÅT]*, n] At]t]/ tv]iy] [p]p]§õtà }| 

Ü¶¨\ h&dõy] dOb]*ly]\ ty]äý/tvÅ [i–]SQõ p]r\t]p]  ||     2 - 3 
 

pÅT]*, p]r\t]p] - O! Arjuna, you are not an ordinary person, you are p]r\t]p] – you are 
Arjuna, The Great 
„‡by]\ mÅ sm] g]mù - Do not fall into the trap of cowardliness. You are a Ü]iˆ]y], both by 
g¶N] and äým]*, and it is your duty to uphold D]m]* in Society. Do not yield to „‡by]\ – 
unmanliness. It is totally unnatural to you 
n] At]t]/ tv]iy] [p]p]§õtà - it does not befit you at all. It does not befit a man of your 
stature to be overcome by sorrow, distress and sadness at this time and place 
Ü¶¨\ h&dõy] dOb]*ly]\ ty]äý/tvÅ - getting rid of this fear and weak-heartedness 

[i–]SQõ - stand-up, wake-up, grow-up and live up to your real nature, said Sri Krishna.  
  
It is again this [i–]SQõ m]nˆ] that Sage Viswamitra used to lovingly wake up Sri Rama to 
The Divine Mission of His own av]tÅr. As the Valmiki Ramayana says: 
 
After a long walk from Ayodya, the Sage Viswamitra, along with Rama and Lakshmana, 
reached the southern bank of the river s]r]õy½, where they spent the night (s¶s¶K]\ {Sùu) 
happily and comfortably, lying on the ground on a bed of grass.  
It is now day-break time, next morning. For Viswamitra, and indeed, for the whole world, 
it is an extraordinarily auspicious time, because, Sri Rama’s Mission in Life, as av]tÅrõ 
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p¶ÎS] in the world of human beings is about to begin, and, it is left for the p¶Ny] p¶ÎS] 
Viswamitra to initiate this Divine Mission. For Vishwamitra, this is particularly an 
extraordinary and auspicious time. The p]rõb—ýÀõn]/, The p]rõmàìv]rõ, appearing in the Form 
of Rama, is now by the very side of Viswamitra, sleeping soundly like a child. What an 
Extraordinarily Beautiful and Blissful Sight it is for Viswamitra to see and enjoy that sight 
itself. It is total fulfillment in life for Viswamitra. Viswamitra sees and sees, looks at 
Rama again and again, all the time enjoying the very presence of p]rõb—ýÀõn]/ p]rõmàìv]rõ in 
human form, by his very side. The morning is approaching, it is now day-break time, 
and the time has now come for Viswamitra, to do his part in the Divine Mission of 
Sri Rama. 
 

With overflowing Love for SRI RAMA, as p]rõmàìv]rõ, with p]rõm] p—†m] sv]Ðp] Wìv]rõ B]i•, 
(Valmiki says) 
 

aBy]BÅS]t] ä−ä÷tsT]\, x]yÅn]\ p]N]*s]\st]re | 
 

Viswamitra spoke these words looking at Sri Rama lying on the bed of grass.  
 
äOs]lyÅ s¶p—ýjÅ r−m] p½vÅ* s]nDyÅ p—ýv]t]*tà | 

[i–]SQõ n]rõxÅdU*l] äýt]*vy]\ dEv]mÅi¿õäým]/    (vÅ. r−mÅ. bÅl]. 23 – 2)  
 

äOs]lyÅ s¶p—ýjÅ r−m] – O! blessed Son of äOs]lyÅ, n]rõxÅdU*l] – O! p¶ÎSç–]m] – SRI 
RAMA – [i–]SQõ - please wake up, it is now time for you to commence the Divine 
Mission of Your av]tÅrõ to bring Peace and Happiness to the whole world. 
 

Please understand – this is not mere story telling. This is Ramayana as sm³it] – some 
thing to be remembered every day. What is to be remembered here is: [i–]SQõ m]nˆ] is 
one’s spontaneous expression of p]rõm] p—†m] sv]Ðp] Wìv]rõ B]i•, whose very nature is 

p]rm]]n]ndõ sv]Ðp]\ – Absolute Love is Absolute Happiness, which is b—ýÀõsv]Ðp]\. When 
properly understood, the words of Viswamitra apply to every person, every day of one’s 
life, because, whether one knows it or not, every person is born only to do one’s part in 
the overriding Divine Mission of bringing Peace and Happiness to all living beings, 
including oneself. That is also the content of B]g]vÅn]/’s, in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] [p]dex] to Arjuna.  
 
Therefore, in pursuance of the overriding Divine Mission of bringing Peace and 
Happiness to all, let every one of us wake up every morning, uplifted by the Words: 
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äOs]lyÅ s¶p—ýjÅ r−m] p½vÅ* s]nDyÅ p—ýv]t]*tà 
[i–]SQõ n]rõxÅdU*l] äýt]*vy]\ dEv]mÅi¿õäým]/ 

 

Again, it is this [i–]SQ m]nˆ], äýQop]in]S]t]/ õ uses to remind everyone of one’s own 
overriding duty to oneself, namely, to uplift oneself and fulfill oneself.  
 

[I–]SQõt] jÅg—ýt] p—−py] v]r−n]/ in]bçD]t] | 

Ü¶rosy] DÅr− in]ix]tÅ durõty]yÅ dug]*m]/ p]Tù t]t]/ äýv]yç v]dõint]    3 – 14 
 

Arise, awake, seek help from great Teachers, and get educated in b—ýÀõiv]§− beyond 
doubt. The path leading to mçÜ] – Freedom, Total Fulfillment in life is like the sharp edge 
of a razor, and hence it is very difficult to tread. There are too many obstacles. Beware - 
t]t]/ äýv]yç v]dõint], so say The Enlightened Ones, which is the Upanishadic way of 
communicating an established truth.  
 

Here, in this Chapter of The B]g]v]t]/ gÆtÅ, Sri Krishna uses the [i–]SQ m]nˆ] before He 
imparts the all-important Teaching, namely: 
 

in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] 
 

Here, the [i–]SQõ m]nˆ] is not merely a call for Arjuna to recognize his duty to fight in the 
war he is already in, but it is also a call for Arjuna to recognize his own even greater 
duty to himself, namely:   in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] 
 
Recognize yourself ONLY as an Instrument of p]rõmàìv]rõ, to carry out The Will of 

p]rõmàìv]rõ. Such recognition is even a greater duty of Arjuna to himself, because, the 
mental disposition arising from such recognition is the necessary prerequisite for 
gaining p½N]* Wìv]rõ B]i•, p½N]* Wìv]rõ #Ån]\  and p½N]* Wìv]rõ x]rõNÅg]it],  the confluence of 
all of which leads to mçÜ], Ûey]s]/, xÅint] – Freedom, Happiness, Peace that Arjuna 
seeks. 
 

As if to reinforce the  [i–]SQõ in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v]  Mantra again, B]g]vÅn]/ says: 
 
¨oN]\ c] BÆSm]\ c] j]y]¨õT]\ c] äýN]\* t]TÅ nyÅn]ip] yçD]vÆr−n]/ | 

m]yÅ hõt]]\stv]\ j]ihõ mÅ vy]iT]SQ− y¶Dy]sv] jàtÅis] rõNà s]p]tnÅn]/ ||   11 -  34 
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Sri Krishna’s message in this verse is meant not only to completely eliminate all fears 
and doubts in the mind of Arjuna about the ultimate outcome of this war, the message is 
also meant to reach particularly the ears of the King D³t]r−Sqšõ who is also listening, 
through Sanjaya, all that Arjuna and Sri Krishna are talking at this time.  
 

Duryodana depends entirely on these four people, namely: ¨oN], BÆSm], j]y]¨õT] and äýN]* 
for his success in this war. If these 4 people are gone, Duryodana is as well gone, 
Duryodana knows that and D³t]r−Sqšõ also knows that. B]g]vÅn]/ wants both Arjuna and 
King D³t]r−Sqšõ to hear clearly, explicitly and directly through His own words about the fate 
of these 4 people, and the ultimate outcome of this war. Therefore, B]g]vÅn]/ tells Arjuna 
loudly, clearly and explicitly these words: 
 

¨oN]\ c] BÆSm]\ c] j]y]¨õT]\ c] äýN]* \  t]TÅ nyÅn]ip] yçD]vÆr−n]/ | 

m]yÅ hõtÅ\stv]\ j]ihõ mÅ vy]iT]SõQõ− y¶Dy]sv] jàtÅis] rõNà s]p]tnÅn]/ || 
 

¨oN], BÆSm], j]y]¨õT] and äýN]*, and all the other heroic warriors standing in this 
battlefield, all of them have already been killed by Me – as ä−l], as TIME, by Me as 
the very Law of äým]*, by Me as the äým]*’ýl]d−tÅ – as the Giver of the fruit of their 
actions. 
tv]\ j]ihõ - all that is left for you to do is to kill them formally, by your own weapons, just 
being ONLY an instrument to carry out My Will and nothing more. Your wish or your 
will is not involved in their destruction and you are not the cause for their deaths. 
They are already dead, and they are ready to fall, just by the touch of your arrows  
mÅ vy]iT]SõQ−: - tàByÅ: B]y]\ mÅ ä−S]I* : - Do not entertain any kind of fear or guilt feelings 
about their deaths 

y¶Dy]sv] - Fight with full force, just as a matter of duty, just as an instrument to serve My 
Will – The Will of p]rõmàìv]rõ 
jàtÅis] - You are already a Winner. The very fact that you have withstood the 
iv]ìv]Ðp]dõx]*n] you have had so far, means that you have already won the war within 
yourself. You have also won the war that is outside of yourself too. 
jàtÅis] rõNà s]p]tnÅn]/ - Be assured, you are the conqueror of all those who stand before 
you as your enemies in this battlefield. Let there not be any kind of concern about the 
ultimate outcome of this war. You do your part – do what has been left for you to do 
at this time and place; the victory is already yours. 
 



 HHHiiinnnddduuu   TTTeeemmmpppllleee   ooofff   OOOttttttaaawwwaaa---CCCaaarrrllleeetttooonnn   IIInnnccc...   
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So saying, Sri Krishna concludes His response to Arjuna’s question, and gives Arjuna 
some time to recover from the shock of His own words.  
 
Hearing Sri Krishna’s words, Arjuna is stunned, dumbfounded, and filled with deep and 

mixed emotions.  He is now trying to collect himself, before he starts to speak again.  
 

All that he saw in iv]ìv]Ðp]dõx]*n]\, all that he said about what he saw, and all that he has 
just heard from Sri Krishna, all these have brought about profound changes in the mind 
and b¶i£õ of Arjuna, and made him momentarily speechless, with unsteady emotions. 
Arjuna has just experienced a great turning point in his mental disposition. The 
changes in Arjuna’s mind and b¶i£õ which have brought about this turning point are 
briefly the following. 
 

 Arjuna has now come to realize that Sri Krishna is no longer the Krishna he knew 
before, but He is p]rõmàìv]rõ Itself in human form 

 Arjuna’s fears about BÆSm] and  ¨oN] have vanished 
 Arjuna’s doubts about who will win this war have also vanished 
 At the same time, Arjuna’s ego – ah\ä−r, is severely hurt and totally flattened.  

 
Arjuna is deeply saddened by the impending departure of his respected and loved ones 
from this world, and by his own total helplessness and irrelevance in this matter. 
 

At the same time, B]g]vÅn]/ ‘s [i–]SQõ m]nˆ] is uplifting Arjuna to a higher plane of Wìv]rõ 

B]i•, and B]g]vÅn]/‘s in]im]–]mÅˆ]\ B]v] Teaching has turned Arjuna’s mind, b¶i£õ and his 
entire antù äýrõN] towards p½N]* Wìv]rõ B]i•, p½N]* Wìv]rõ #Ån]\ and p½N]* Wìv]rõ x]rõNÅg]it]. 

With these changes, Arjuna is becoming a new person, and B]g]vÅn]/'s g]Itçp]dex] also 
assumes a new direction, all of which we will see as we go along. 
 
We will continue with this Chapter next time. 


